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Executive Summary 
These things, Executive Summaries, pop up all the time in reports these days. 
They are for those without the time – or the energy – to read the whole 
thing. It is sad that there’s no time for important things. This monograph is 
either the kind of speed-rush documentation that are the effulgent 
excrescences of a self-opinionated arse or an important thing. Whichever it 
is, you decide. 

Your decision is what this is all about.  Following the Fixed-term Parliaments 
Act 2011, the date of the next general election has been set as Thursday 7th 
May 2015. How are you going to vote? 

 

My concluding exhortation to you is to vote. 

 

 Don’t vote selfishly, thinking you’ll get the government you want 
which will make all your dreams come true – they won’t 

 

 Don’t vote with any misplaced sense of loyalty to a party or a 
candidate that you’ve always voted for before – your loyalty will not 
be rewarded, as they don’t care a fig about you 

 

 Don’t try to vote “tactically”, i.e. trying to vote for the candidate who 
is likely to beat the one you don’t want to get in – even in the unlikely 
event that your anti-candidate’s nemesis does beat the odds, this is a 
forlorn attempt to get any kind of government that might maybe meet 
your own political inclinations somewhere less than halfway and 
there’ll only be tears before bedtime 

  

 Vote for the party that offers you something of the vision of the 
country you would like to live in 

 

 Vote according to your conscience 
 

Am I going to tell you which party to vote for? You’ll have to read to the end 
to find out. 
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Introduction 
I have been noticing that the number of news stories and articles that I come 
across that turn me into “Disgruntled and/or Disgusted, of Christchurch, 
Dorset” has been increasing exponentially. 

I also was coming to the view that the next UK parliamentary election is 
going to be one of the most important since 1979. 

In February, I decided to repost political news stories and articles that I 
found disturbing in some way or another. I expected to be posting one or two 
stories each week—I found that, without really looking for them, I was 
coming across such sorry tales of  political spin, i.e. lies and bullshit, at a 
rate of four or five each day. 

Then, the Church of England’s House of Bishops published their pastoral 
letter, Who is my neighbour? 1 *. This put me in mind of Martin Luther. 

Luther’s Disputatio pro declaratione virtutis indulgentiarum (usually rendered in 
English as “Ninety-Five Theses on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences”) 
was written in 1517, and is considered to be the spark from which the 
Reformation ignited Europe. The legend goes that Luther nailed his Ninety-
Five Theses to the door of a church in Wittenberg, the hammer blows 
echoing throughout Europe (but he probably didn’t…2). 

The Ninety-Five Theses protest clerical abuses, including nepotism, simony, 
usury and the sale of indulgences. 

 Nepotism 
“Nick Clegg: career will not be defined by 'who your father's friends are'” 
trumpeted the Torygraph in April 20113, which conveniently forgot to 
mention Clegg’s own intern experience, courtesy of his father4. 

 Simony 
Want a peerage? How much have you given to political parties? Metropolitan 
Police Assistant Commissioner John Yates carried the can when called to 
explain the complete absence of criminal charges as a result of the cash-for-
honours police investigation. "Political pressure", but not “improper” 
pressure, had been put on him and he received "less than full co-operation" 
from some people involved in the investigation. He denied that the 16-month 
inquiry which ended in no charges being brought against anyone at all had 
been a "wild goose chase", but such allegations were difficult to prove as they 
were "bargains made in secret"5. 

                                                 
* numbers in superscript refer to bibliographic references that appear at the end of this paper. 
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 Usury 
Cash-for-questions, in its recent incarnation, has been a-rumbling away since 
the 1990s. As just one example, former Tory Patrick Mercer MP admitted he 
was "ashamed" as he announced his intention to quit Parliament 
immediately over a cash-for-questions scandal in April 20146. 

 The sale of indulgences 
How many politicians have been kicked out into the long grass for some 
crime or other, only to be rejuvenated some months/years later? Mandelson, 
Archer, … 

Hence, 95 is an arbitrary number, based on a politico-religious dispute of 
some 500 years ago. 

This documentation is lazy in parts. There is a pungent whiff of cut-&-paste 
around some of the disputations. I have attempted to correctly attribute 
sources, etc., and, in some cases, have gone further back than the article that 
first brought an issue to my attention. I have tried to find at least two sources 
for each disputation, although in some instances I have not bothered. 

This documentation has also been rushed. Having decided to collate 95 of the 
damn’ things, rooting through the dirty linen of our political system, the 
system of representative democracy that governs our everyday lives, became 
tedious, demoralizing and depressing, not least as I signally failed to find 
anywhere near as many of uplifting political stories. Maybe, with the threat 
of a general election looming, I did not see such stories. I am not convinced. 
Vague phrasing that often accompanies biased or unverifiable information I 
wanted to leave to the politicians. While I’ve tried to avoid weasel words, I 
doubt I have succeeded terribly well. 

Also, I wanted to complete it before the gloves come off and we get into the 
tedium of political point-scoring and mud-slinging that will mark this 
election. 

My hope is that the reader (if there be any) will not agree with all of my 
disputations, but will use them as themes to consider when the politicians 
arrive on the doorstep. Should any politician ring our front-door bell, rest 
assured they will be offered a copy. 

“The trouble with elections is that, no matter who you vote for, the 
government always gets in.” – Anon.  
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Governance and accountability 

1 Bashing the Bishops 

In February this year, the Church of England’s House of Bishops published a 
pastoral letter Who is my neighbour? expressing the hope for "a fresh moral 
vision of the kind of country we want to be" 7  ahead of the General Election 
in May. 

In very clear, constructive language, the bishops ask that people give 
thought to how to "build the kind of society which many people say they 
want but which is not yet being expressed in the vision of any of the 
parties?" 

The response from politicians has been quietly acidic. Conor Burns: “naïve”8. 
David “Call me Dave” Cameron: “We've created an economy with genuine 
growth, real jobs and real security and I would say to the bishops, I would 
hope they would welcome that”9. Iain Dunky Smudger: “left-wing agenda ... 
the Church's rapidly-declining congregations”10. Nadine Dorries: “very 
definite left-wing leaning”11. 

Politicians’ friends in the Fourth Estate gave further voice to the politicians’ 
responses. Breibart: “Bishops attack conservatism, offer mediocre centre-left 
vision instead”12. The Guardian: “can be read as an indirect criticism of the 
government’s welfare policies”13. The Mail Online: “bishops' left-wing 
manifesto … ministers mock Church of England's 'dwindling relevance'”14. 

The only criticism that has any credibility in my view relates to the bishops’ 
call for a “living wage”15 for all16. This stands alongside the Church of 
England’s failure to roll out the living wage to all of its employees 
throughout all of its dioceses, which are autonomous charitable enterprises. 
Archbish. Welby openly described this as “embarrassing”. Embarrassingly 
stupid because it detracts from the main thrust of the letter, which invites a 
national discussion about political avoidance of basic Christian tenets. 

The political responses have converted the letter’s thoughtful reflections on 
the electorate’s disengagement into party political statements to be 
rubbished on party political terms. Seemingly, the church’s views matter 
enough to raise alarm. If the responses of the media and the PM are typical of 
our political culture, that culture is unwell. The bishops have been 
thoroughly vindicated. 
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The bishops’ letter matters because, on both sides of the Commons, are 
politicians who share a similar analysis and the same sense of direction. Yet 
the bishops’ vision has roots in the deeper traditions and philosophies, not 
yet dead, of all the main political parties. If the letter helps bring these 
political voices from the margin to the mainstream, and can build a hopeful 
narrative in the country at large, perhaps the wisdom of the church may 
prevent politics from eating itself up17. 

2 Thatcherism advanced by Bliar and the Con-Dems 

When Blair came to power in 1997, I mused that we were in for a “Heath-
conservative” style government on the basis of election pledges and 
statements made by New Labour. By the end of the New Labour project in the 
abject premiership of Gordon Brown, it had become plain that, in its fiscal 
and related policies, New Labour had become Old Tory. Privatisation, Private 
Finance Initiatives, emphasis on creating an economy based on UK plc 
becoming a financial power broker, while running down traditional 
agricultural, industrial and manufacturing bases, continuing with Thatcher’s 
emasculation of trades unions, etc., etc. As Blair rode off into the sunset, 
David “Call me Dave” Cameron gleefully stepped into his shoes. 

3 Centre ground land-grab 

As a consequence, the two-party system has become a metaphorical land-
grab for the centre ground. This is not a tactic based on a political 
philosophy. This is a strategy designed with a single purpose: to win the 
election. 

The cynical strategists on both left and right will say anything, espouse any 
cause, kiss any baby, to get your vote. Make no mistake. They do not care 
about you in the slightest; they only care about which box you mark with 
your “x”. 

Some politicians, I do not doubt, do enter the bear-pit of the Houses of 
Parliament with honesty, integrity and a genuine desire to help and serve 
people. Their first dilemma, however, is to stand four-square behind a party’s 
manifesto, whether or not they privately agree with it, and vocally support it 
while publicly denouncing any private reservations they might have. There 
are others, of course, who have less integrity than a shitsponge. 
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UKIP has come to the fore through its championing of fractionally-less-than-
racist (“less than” for the most part) policies via a charismatic leader who 
has a quite incisive finger on the populist pulse. I believe that UKIP will take 
votes, not only from the Tories, but also from more right-wing national 
socialist parties. These latter have been eclipsed by UKIP, an outcome for 
which I guess we should be grateful. By standing on populist policies and 
undermining the Conservatives, by reasonable-sounding cheeriness in 
sound-bite terms at least, UKIP is likely to do well at the next election.  But: 
What are UKIP’s policies? 

In part, our present political landscape has come about as a reaction to the 
ascendancy of the polarizing two-party system that persisted throughout the 
last century, during which the Liberal Party’s third alternative was generally 
shunned by voters at general elections, with Labour increasingly being 
viewed as the “natural” opposition to the Conservatives. Since the 1970s, 
however, attempts have been made to break this model with the creation of 
various new parties, from the predecessors of the Liberal Democrats to the 
Official Monster Raving Loony Party, not forgetting the upsurge in support 
for the regional nationalist parties of Scotland and Wales. Initially treated by 
the Establishment as fringe eccentrics and by the electorate as good enough 
to cast a protest vote for, these parties are now coming of age. With, I 
sincerely hope, the honourable exception of the Official Monster Raving 
Loony Party. 

4 Alternative Vote Referendum 2011 

The referendum asked whether to replace the present "first-past-the-post" 
system with the "alternative vote" (AV) method. The proposal to introduce 
AV was favoured by just over 6m people, out of an electorate of around 
46.7m. To psephologists, the referendum was interesting historically for a 
number of reasons, more interesting than it was to the 39½m who either did 
not vote or voted against. 

The, arguably, fairer AV method – a halfway point towards full proportional 
representation espoused by, among others, the Electoral Reform Society, a 
long-established non-partisan organization – was not what the referendum 
was about. Instead, it was a very expensive popularity poll on Nick Clegg 
whose party, the Lib Dems, had allowed him to make the Faustian pact with 
Dave “Call me PM” Cameron’s minority victors in the general election of the 
previous year. 



 

 

9 5  D I S P U T A T I O N S |  | P a g e  12 

Thus has been signally wasted the first chance of real electoral reform since 
the campaigns for universal suffrage were, in the main, settled last century. 

5 Lords’ restructuring 

In 2012, Dave “Call me next Tuesday” Cameron and Clegg outlined plans to 
replace appointed peers in the House of Lords with elected members, the 
first elections to be held in 2015 with the elected “Lord” members serving for 
15-year terms. The House of Lords, in 20th-21st century political terms, is a 
Senate acting as a scrutineering body questioning government and debating 
issues and policy. That it remains composed of the vested interests of party 
acolytes and the landed gentry is a disgrace. 

Camers couldn’t even keep his own MPs in order to put this reform forward 
and he ran away from it18. Funny how quiet the government has gone on 
Lords’ reform. David: Downton Abbey is only make-believe. 

6 Scotland 

Cameron’s foolish obstinacy in refusing to allow, in the Scottish 
independence referendum, an option of Devo-MAX alongside “in” or “out” 
backfired horrendously. Narrowly avoiding becoming “the Prime Minister 
who lost us Scotland”, Cameron has ended up giving Scotland Devo-MAX—
which he had originally fought against19—without it even having been on 
offer on the ballot paper. 

"I think what Alex Salmond is trying to do—I think he knows the Scottish people, at 
heart, don't want a full separation from the United Kingdom—and so he's trying to 
sort of create a situation where that bubbles up and happens, whereas I think we 
need some decisiveness, so we can clear up this issue." 20 

The logical conclusion of further devolution to Scotland is that it will put 
greater pressure to deliver more powers to Wales, Northern Ireland, and 
then to the English regions, thereby driving a movement towards even 
greater devolution of powers from Westminster to councils or groups of 
councils working together (for example, a Cornish Assembly or an East 
Anglian Government). 

In my view, this will achieve: (1) exacerbation of the “postcode lottery” and a 
collapse in national standards for healthcare, education, etc.; (2) diminution 
of UK plc in the world polity; and (3) a loosening of the ties that bind the UK 
together as a nation. The fourth achievement of the 55%-45% referendum 
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result ‘No, Scotland should not become an independent country’ is that the 
referendum result is about as likely to be the settled determination of the 
Scottish independence question for a generation as my arse. Cameron has 
sown the seeds for losing Scotland: but he may yet become known as “the 
Prime Minister who broke up the United Kingdom”. 

If separation of the country into smaller countries and increasingly-
autonomous regions is what people want as part of a better future, so be it. 
After a national conversation. Not just because David “Call me witless” 
Cameron thought he knew how to negotiate with a pro. 

7 TV Election Debates 

The utter arrogance of David Cameron around this issue is just awe-inspiring, 
the disrespect to the electorate a piece 
of work. To me, it is an act to hide the 
fact that he is unwilling to put himself 
in a position where he might get 
caught on the hop by an unscripted 
question. A meme that I predict will be 
played out all down the road to the 
election. 

Empty chair the arrogant old Etonian man of the people. 

8 Governance and a Bill of Rights 

ignorantia legis neminem excusat (legal Latin, meaning "ignorance of the law 
excuses no one"). 

The UK doesn’t have a proper Constitution, let alone a written one  (too 
much effort to write it down, presumably, while the “higher echelons” had 
better things to do with a razor blade, a mirror and a straw taken from a 
McDonald’s milkshake). It’s all left to precedent, tradition and a lot of 
making-it-up-as-it-suits-you. 

The UK is a signatory of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Article 23 of said Declaration states:- 
(1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 
favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 
(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal 
work. 
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(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration 
ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, 
and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. 
(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection 
of his interests. 

I don’t see this in any of the three major parties’ pre-election verbiage. 

Yet, we must not be ignorant of the law. asinus lex est (Latin, no prizes for 
guessing …).  
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The real financial scandal 

 

9 Comparison of DWP fraud losses and HMRC fraud losses 

The illustration says it all. 

10 'I probably shouldn't be advocating this' 

Gideon Osborne advised voters how to dodge taxes in an interview recorded 
for BBC's Daily Politics in 200321. The government is still doing the same thing 
now, it seems. 

11 Public Accounts Committee 

Reports indicate that parts of HSBC may have helped clients avoid tax, 
cheating the Treasury out of millions of pounds in tax. The Public Accounts 
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Committee has the power to call bank bosses, including former HSBC 
chairman, Stephen Green, for questioning. They should do it immediately. 
And the Government should seek prosecutions of those involved in tax 
avoiding activity. 

Governments have made a show of pursuing so-called benefit cheats, often 
for very small amounts of money when millions of pounds is being lost to 
wealthy, corporate tax evaders. Failure to question bank bosses and to 
pursue prosecutions amount to a law for the rich and another law for the 
poor. 

Magna Carta? Out the window. 

12 Zero-hours’ contracts 

You must be freely available to an employer who has no corresponding duty 
to employ you, with all the costly employment protections that this avoids. 

Thatcherism is alive in these assaults on people’s health and welfare in work. 
There is no trades’ union power left in the country to protect workers and 
that is a shameful indictment. 

Out of the 587,000 net rise in jobs created June 2010-July 2013, roughly four 
in five were in industries with average wages of less than £7.95 per hour, like 
retail and residential care22. 

13 Macro Prudence 

Economic debate is rife with false dichotomies. We're asked to choose 
between higher unemployment or lower wages, lower taxes or lower growth, 
austerity or financial ruin. Similarly, the decision to lower interest rates is 
sometimes presented as a choice between slow economic growth and steady 
house prices, or higher growth and the risk of developing a house price 
bubble. The fears are reasonable but perhaps the choice isn't. The wave of 
interest rate cuts around the world leading to low price inflation is giving 
central banks latitude to lower interest rates but, in some countries, the risk 
of housing price bubbles increases as interest rates go down23. 

14 Rifkind and Straw 

I was personally disappointed by the revelation about Jack Straw; I had 
thought he was one of the good guys. Rifkind was, in my view, true to type. Is 
the phrase “gullible arrogance” an oxymoron? Or just two morons?24 
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When the dust settles, how long will it take for them to be donning the 
ermine in the House of Lords? 

And what was Rifkind doing on BBC2’s flagship Newsnight on 12th March? 
Let’s assume (£5k daily fee for—what?—four hours’ work—after all, he’s got 
to give himself enough time for walking and reading—applied to a ten-
minute appearance fee, plus “reasonable expenses”) that he won’t be out-of-
pocket and his snout will not be out of the trough. 

15 Cameron’s honours list cowardice 

David “Don’t call my wife” Cameron is planning to postpone the 
announcement of the next honours list until after the election, because he is 
worried that Conservatives he nominates might be embroiled in a scandal 
before polling day. In the past, “dissolution honours” were announced after 
an election. John Major published an interim list of peers before the election 
in 1997. Tony Blair did the same, though Gordon Brown reverted to tradition 
in 201025,26. 

It seems that the recent cash-for-access sting involving Rifkind and Straw 
has influenced No 10’s thinking. Downing Street does not want to risk finding 
someone on a pre-election list at the centre of an exposé, shortly before 
polling day. 

A Whitehall source said: “Cameron is petrified of someone on the list having 
done a Rifkind and finding that a week or two before the election a 
newspaper has done a number on some [Conservative] grandee.” 

16 Grant Schnapps his fingers in the till 

Obviously, with the disclosure this month that, despite strenuous denials 
over the last three years including during a recent LBC radio programme, 
Grant had time for a writing career while an MP. Whether he “merely” 
misled the public or whether he contravened the MPs’ code of standards is 
yet to be determined. 

Grant, the Tory party chairman and MP for Welwyn Hatfield, had a second 
job as a “multimillion-dollar web marketer” under the pseudonym Michael 
Green for at least a year after he first became an MP. The Guardian has 
discovered a recording from 2006 in which he boasts his products could make 
the audience a “ton of cash by Christmas”27. It doesn’t take much imagination 
to predict the knee-jerk reaction from the baying hounds on the other side of 
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the House—as if any of them would be any better. Snouts in the trough, the 
lot of them. 

But was this simply an oversight? A busy party chairman overworked and 
making an accidental mistake? Not for Dean Archer, a chauffeur and former 
Labour councillor, who received correspondence 

 

sent last October and November by lawyers acting for the cuddly Grant. 

17 Abolition of the Audit Commission 

From an Eric Pickles’ idea28—to replace the Audit Commission with a kind of 
financial Home Guard of “armchair auditors”—the pursuit of effectiveness, 
efficiency and accountability in local public spending (the reason for the 
Commission’s existence) has been abandoned, hived off to a private company 
(Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited) set up by the Local Government 
Association. The reason for this is not hard to ascertain: compared to the 
Audit Commission, the LGA is a poodle. “Nationally, LGA research reckon the 
partnership approach could save billions not millions,” said the person-
centred caring Mr Pickles in July 201329. 

Clearly, there will be no independent bean counters left to uncover who did 
eat all the pies. 
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Europe 

18 Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

TTIP is a planned trade treaty being negotiated between the EU and USA. It 
has been described by pressure groups as an attempt to roll back labour 
rights, food safety rules, regulations on the use of toxic chemicals and 
banking safeguards introduced to prevent a repeat of the 2008 financial 
crisis. The NHS would be compromised because its purchases of Big Pharma 
drugs would come under TTIP: controls on drugs due to safety concerns 
could be seen as anti-free trade; provision of a private health service would 
be allowed to operate alongside the NHS and, following the Landsley reforms, 

Left-wing journalist George Monbiot called TTIP “a reckless, unjustified 
destruction of our rights”30. 

An EU-wide coalition of 375 civil society organisations, who share a deep 
concern about the various threats posed by TTIP Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP), has written (3rd March 2015)31 to every 
Member of the European Parliament (MEP). This coalition (unlike another I 
could name) represents a wide range of public interests including 
environmental protection, public health, civil rights, agriculture, consumer 
rights and protection of food and farming standards, animal welfare, social 
and labour standards, workers’ rights, migrant rights, unemployment, youth 
and women's issues, development, public access to information and digital 
rights, essential public services including education, integrity of financial 
systems, and others. 

This EU-wide coalition calls on the European Parliament to reject any future 
trade or investment agreements that do not serve the public interest and 
threaten important rights acquired in long democratic struggles in the EU, 
US and the rest of the world. It makes nine core demands. 

1. Transparency now: all documents relating to the TTIP negotiations, 
including draft consolidated texts, must be made public to allow for an open 
and critical public debate on TTIP. 
2. A democratic process to allow for the scrutiny and assessment of the 
negotiation texts and which would ensure that policies are in the public 
interest; involves the EU Parliament and debates in national parliaments; and 
which includes civil society organisations, trade unions and stakeholder 
groups. 
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3. No Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS): any provision containing 
Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) mechanisms must be taken 
permanently out of the negotiations and no other mechanism introduced 
(including indirectly via other pre-existing or subsequent trade agreements) 
which grants privileged rights to foreign investors. 
4. No regulatory cooperation council: all regulation must be fully in the 
hands of democratically controlled bodies and processes. 
5. No deregulation of standards which safeguard and serve the public 
interest: EU standards need to be respected and not “harmonised” down to 
the lowest common denominator. These include social and labour standards, 
consumer and public health protection, care for the environment including 
regeneration of our natural resources, animal welfare, food safety standards 
and environmentally sustainable agricultural practices, access to 
information and labelling, culture and medicine, financial market regulation 
as well as data protection, net neutrality and other digital rights. Mutual 
recognition is not acceptable in as far as it undermines democratically-
agreed standards and strong safeguards. The precautionary principle must 
be widely applied. 
6. No further deregulation and privatisation of public services. We 
demand guaranteed access to high quality education, healthcare and other 
public services and the right to choose government procurement that 
promotes local jobs and local economies, local content, social 
entrepreneurship, sustainable economics, social considerations and serves 
the public interest. 
7. The promotion of humane and environmentally sustainable agricultural 
practices and protection of small family farming. 
8. Public authorities must keep the political power and structures 
necessary to protect certain sensitive sectors and safeguard standards 
important to our quality of life. Internationally-agreed labour and 
environmental standards must be respected and enforced. The continuous 
violation of labour standards should be addressed by imposing monetary 
fines. 
9. No restrictions on international and European human rights standards. 

A fascinatingly-synchronicitous jeu-de-mot is that TTIP is pronounced as “tea-
tip”. Anybody remember something about a notorious party in Boston in 
1773? “No taxation without representation” was the catchphrase if I recall … 

19 John Spellar on critics of TTIP 

About opponents of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP), John Spellar, a Labour shadow foreign minister and MP for Warley in 
the Black Country, said in the House of Commons: “Many of those 
campaigning on this issue are definitely not in favour of trade, and I have 
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been on public platforms where they have actually declared as much. I think 
that they are also against capitalism, and they are definitely against anything 
to do with the United States. It is interesting to note that, whereas we have a 
huge number of trade agreements, this issue has only become contentious 
when the United States has become involved.” 32 

So, opposing TTIP is racist, apparently, i.e. nothing to do with TTIP being the 
biggest stitch-up of democracy planned since King John tried pulling the old 
“I don’t think I’ve brought my quill with me, chaps,” at Runnymede eight 
hundred years ago. What utter nonsense from a man who wants to be in 
government. 

20 A bee in their TTIP bonnets: EU insecticide ban triggers 
legal action 

A European Commission temporary ban on the use of three pesticides linked 
to declines in bee populations has been in force for two years. The kerfuffle 
surrounding the ban created by companies affected by the ban presages the 
“nothing matters apart from profits” character of a future possible TTIP 
world.  

It has put in place a moratorium on the use of three neonicotinoid 
insecticides: clothianidin, imidacloprid and thiamethoxam. The European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) reports conclude that these chemicals should 
be used only on crops that are not attractive to honey bees, so that the 
insects are not exposed to the insecticides through pollen and nectar. Dust 
and plant sap contaminated with the chemicals may also pose a risk to bees. 
However, plans to extend the ban are being met with legal action from three 
of the world’s biggest agricultural companies. 

Guess which are the three global Big Pesticide companies are. In the pesticide 
sector, three corporations now account for about 47% of pesticide turnover 
on the global market: Syngenta, with 19%; Bayer CropScience at 17%; and 
BASF, accounting for 11%33. 

Syngenta makes thiamethoxam. Based in Basel, Switzerland, Syngenta’s chief 
operating officer John Atkin said in 2013 “It is obvious to us that EFSA has 
found itself under political pressure to produce a hurried and inadequate 
risk assessment, which even they acknowledge contains a high level of 
uncertainty. Their report, compiled in under three months, has not taken 
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account of the comprehensive scientific studies that preceded the launch of 
neonicotinoids, and many years of extensive monitoring in the field.”34 

Bayer CropScience of Monheim, Germany, manufactures imidacloprid and 
clothianidin, said that the Commission’s move is “unjustified, 
disproportionate and goes beyond the existing regulatory framework”.35 

A body of scientific evidence from laboratories studies has shown that these 
chemicals can have a negative impact on bee health. A number of researchers 
have advocated that their use be restricted, according to the precautionary 
principle. But other scientists say that some of the laboratory research on 
the subject doesn’t necessarily reflect the real situation out in the field36. 
Greenpeace has, not unexpectedly, weighed in on the side of the bees37, as 
have other environmental action groups. As many as 31 pesticides with a 
value running into billions of pounds could have been banned because of 
potential health risks, if a blocked EU paper on hormone-mimicking 
chemicals had been acted upon38. It seems that “communications from 
industry stating that the potential impact of such an approach would be 
significant in economic terms and in relation to trade”39 decided EU officials 
to bottle out of a Europe-wide ban on manufacture. 

21 Lisbon and other treaties 

Dav Quixameron’s quest to secure a new deal for Britain in Europe by 
renegotiating EU treaties is tilting at windmills. The UK government has 
repeatedly pushed for a re-opening of the EU’s Lisbon treaty to nail down the 
changes it wants, arguing that the pact has to be rewritten to underpin 
greater political integration in the crisis-ridden Eurozone. 

Donald Tusk is the President of the European Council and the key EU 
politician chairing the summits that will decide the response to the British 
question40: “I am ready to help Cameron. I have no doubt that we have to 
help in a limited and rational framework. We have to help David Cameron 
because he is obviously pro-European. I am sceptical when it comes to 
changing the treaty. My intuition is that treaty change is close to mission 
impossible today because it’s not only about rationality, about good 
argument,” said Tusk. “We need unanimity between 28 member states, in the 
European parliament, in 28 national parliaments in the process of 
ratification. To say that it is a Pandora’s Box is too little.” 

An example of Cameron’s brilliant and unstoppable negotiating tactics.  
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Globalization and global war 

 

22 Corporate power 

Why don’t the major political parties propose policies that would attract the 
support of the majority of the population? 
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There is no political move, for example, to increase the minimum wage nor 
does it seem that there is any appetite to address the flagrant breaches of 
minimum wage legislation. 

There is no real engagement, it seems, with a legislative process to  break up 
the too-big-to-fail banks, to hold them or their fat-cat employees to account 
for their behaviours that led directly to the 2008 banking chaos nor even, it 
seems, to curtail massive bonuses that “must” be handed out, the argument 
goes, for clearing up the mess that their banks and shareholders got us into, 
or the bankers (who created the problem) will simply, we are told, upsticks 
and emigrate. 

(1) Isn’t the country best off without them, anyway? 

(2) Where are they going to emigrate to? The last time this card was played 
was in the 1950s and 1960s: Noël Coward’s The Stately Homes England41 were 
under threat from the introduction of death duties. An actual mass exodus of 
the landed gentry seems to have missed being reported … 

The Establishment, including influential and long-standing Tory and Labour 
politicians, are too cozy with large corporations. This is not a development 
that is unique to the UK; there are similar critiques appearing in the media in 
the US42. This is merely a symptom of globalization, the profit-at-any-human-
cost dogma of the new deity, the Markets, and its functionary devotee, 
corporate power. 

23 Michel Chossudovsky 

The Centre for Research on Globalization is—how to put it delicately—a Canadian 
clubhouse for crackpots of the anti-war, 9/11-truth, anti-imperialist and anti-Zionist 
variety. Run by Michel Chossudovsky, economics professor emeritus at the University 
of Ottawa, the Centre has for some long while adopted what could be called a friendly 
demeanour towards the Libyan regime of Moammar Gaddafi. The Centre also enjoys a 
successful relationship with the news network Russia Today, a Moscow-subsidized 
propaganda agency with about 2,000 staff (almost twice as big as Fox News) and 
roughly 200 million viewers worldwide. 43 

The above not-so-glowing reference was written in 2011, before the downfall 
of Gaddafi’s regime in Libya. Chossudovsky wrote Towards a World War III 
Scenario: The Dangers of Nuclear War (Global Research, 2012)44. One may 
purchase this tome for US$10.25. I have not done so, nor have I read it. But 
Sherwood Ross has done so and, helpfully, wrote a review of it in April 201245. 
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Unlike the reviewer who yelled “crackpot” above, Ross’s review appears to 
be objectively favourable and, so, if Chossdudovsky’s theories really are crap, 
Ross’s review ought to ferret out the stercory. 

[According to Chossudovsky,] the US has had plans formulated in 2004 to attack Iran 
with a mix of nuclear and conventional weapons, confirmed by military documents 
as well as official statements, both the US and Israel contemplate the use of nuclear 
weapons directed against Iran. 

In 2003, the US Congress gave the Pentagon permission to use thermo-nuclear 
weapons in conventional war theatres in the Middle East and Central Asia, allocating 
$6 billion in 2004 alone to create the new generation of "defensive" tactical nuclear 
weapons or "mini-nukes". 

In 2005, Vice President Dick Cheney ordered USSTRATCOM [Strategic Command] to 
draft a contingency plan that included "a large-scale air assault on Iran employing 
both conventional and tactical nuclear weapons”. The plan went beyond the terms of 
reference outlined in the Pentagon’s 2001 Nuclear Posture Review (NPR), which called 
for a pre-emptive first strike use of nuclear weapons against Russia and China as well 
as Iran and North Korea. 

The 2005 plan identified more than 450 strategic targets in Iran, including numerous 
alleged nuclear-weapons-program development sites. 

The above are asserted as facts. I have not attempted to corroborate them, 
simply because I find it highly likely that such plans do indeed exist. I’ve seen 
WarGames46! This is a non-exhaustive list of the possible war scenarios run by 
Joshua in Global Thermonuclear War: 

U.S. First Strike, USSR First Strike, NATO/Warsaw Pact, Far East Strategy, US 
USSR Escalation, Middle East War, USSR China Attack, India Pakistan War, 
Mediterranean War, Hong Kong Variant, SEATO Decapitating, Cuban 
Provocation, Atlantic Heavy, Cuban Paramilitary, Nicaraguan Preemptive, 
Pacific Territorial, Burmese Theaterwide, Turkish Decoy, Argentina 
Escalation, Iceland Maximum, Arabian Theaterwide, U.S. Subversion, 
Australian Maneuver, Sudan Surprise, NATO Territorial, Zaire Alliance, 
Iceland Incident, English Escalation, Middle East Heavy, Mexican Takeover, 
Chad Alert, Saudi Maneuver, African Territorial, Ethiopian Escalation, 
Turkish Heavy, NATO Incursion, U.S. Defense, Cambodian Heavy, Pact 
Medium, Arctic Minimal, Mexican Domestic, Taiwan Theaterwide, Pacific 
Maneuver, Portugal Revolution, Albanian Decoy, Palestinian Local, Moroccan 
Minimal, Czech Option, French Alliance, Arabian Clandestine, Gabon 
Rebellion, Northern Maximum, SEATO Takeover, Hawaiian Escalation, 
Iranian Maneuver, NATO Containment, Swiss Incident, Cuban Minimal, 
Iceland Escalation, Vietnamese Retaliation, Syrian Provocation, Libyan Local, 
Gabon Takeover, Romanian War, Middle East Offensive, Denmark Massive, 
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Chile Confrontation, S.African Subversion, USSR Alert, Nicaraguan Thrust, 
Greenland Domestic, Iceland Heavy, Kenya Option, Pacific Defense, Uganda 
Maximum, Thai Subversion, Romanian Strike, Pakistan Sovereignty, Afghan 
Misdirection, Thai Variation, Northern Territorial, Polish Paramilitary, 
S.African Offensive, Panama Misdirection, Scandinavian Domestic, Jordan 
Preemptive, English Trust, Burmese Maneuver, Spain Counter, Arabian 
Offensive, Chad Interdiction, Taiwan Misdirection, Bangladesh Theaterwide, 
Ethiopian Local, Italian Takeover, Vietnamese Incident, English Preemptive, 
Denmark Alternate, Thai Confrontation, Taiwan Surprise, Brazilian Strike, 
Venezuela Sudden, Maylasian Alert (possible misspelling of "Malaysian 
Alert"), Isreal Discretionary, Libyan Action, Palestinian Tactical, NATO 
Alternate, Cypress Maneuver, Egypt Misdirection, Bangladesh Thrust, Kenya 
Defense, Bangladesh Containment, Vietnamese Strike, Albanian 
Containment, Gabon Surprise, Iraq Sovereignty, Vietnamese Sudden, 
Lebanon Interdiction, Taiwan Domestic, Algerian Sovereignty, Arabian 
Strike, Atlantic Sudden, Mongolian Thrust, Polish Decoy, Alaskan 
Discretionary, Canadian Thrust, Arabian Light, S. African Domestic, Tunisian 
Incident, Malaysian Maneuver, Jamaica Decoy, Malaysian Minimal, Russian 
Sovereignty, Chad Option, Bangladesh War, Burmese Containment, Asian 
Theaterwide, Bulgarian Clandestine, Greenland Incursion, Egypt Surgical, 
Czech Heavy, Taiwan Confrontation, Greenland Maximum, Uganda Offensive 
and Caspian Defense. 

So, it does not surprise me that such plans were in place by 2005. “Wouldn’t 
you rather have a nice game of chess?” 

The issue, for me, is whether such plans were defensive-response plans or—
as Chossudovsky asserts—were offensive, first-strike plans, with battlefield, 
mini-nuke options. 

The plan, allegedly, was rationalized on a second 9/11-type attack on the US 
that Cheney believed Iran would allegedly support. President Obama has 
largely endorsed the doctrine of pre-emptive use of nuclear weapons 
formulated by the previous administration. His administration has also 
intimated it will use nukes in the event of an Iran response to an Israeli 
attack on Iran. 

I can believe this of Cheney, whom I saw as a power behind the throne of 
George “Dubya” Bush’s two presidential administrations and as ruthless and 
shrewd (unlike Donald Rumsfeld, whom I saw as ruthless). 

As for Obama, I do not know. While he certainly comes across as a real liberal 
influence and a principled man, two things worry me. (1) The US extra-
judicial assassination/murder-without-trial of Osama bin Laden; and (2) 
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Obama’s utter failure to close Guantanamo Bay “illegal” detention centre. 
Does Obama have the power to determine who actually presses the red 
button? 

[Chossudovsky is quoted as writing,] the new nuclear doctrine turns concepts and 
realities upside down. It not only denies the devastating impacts of nuclear weapons, 
it states, in no uncertain terms, that nuclear weapons are 'safe' and their use in the 
battlefield will ensure 'minimal collateral damage and reduce the probability of 
escalation’. The issue of radioactive fallout is not even acknowledged with regard to 
tactical nuclear weapons, neither is the issue of ‘Nuclear Winter’. 

What is unfolding (in Iran) is the outright legitimization of war in the name of an 
illusive notion of global security. America’s mini-nukes, with an explosive capacity of 
up to six times a Hiroshima bomb, are upheld as a 'humanitarian' bomb, whereas 
Iran's nonexistent nuclear weapons are branded as an indisputable threat to global 
security. 

[He points out that] a US-Israeli strike against Iran would probably not be limited 
to Iran’s nuclear facilities but likely would be "an all-out air attack on both military 
and civilian infrastructure, transport systems, factories and public buildings." 

[He notes that] the US has stepped up its military shipments to Israel, its NATO 
allies, and to countries bordering Iran. Israel in 2004 took shipment of the first of 500 
US-made BLU 109 "bunker buster" bombs, and the US has supplied thermonuclear 
bombs to Belgium, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Turkey, and Great Britain. 
Turkey alone, a partner in the US anti-Iran coalition, has 90 thermonuclear B61 
bombs at its Incirlik nuclear air base. 

It is not Iran and North Korea which are a threat to global security but the United 
States of America and Israel," he adds. ”What’s more, Western European 
governments have joined the bandwagon and “have endorsed the US-led military 
initiative against Iran. 

I cannot independently verify or debunk these claims of a so-called crackpot. 
But the US currently does have several, nuclear-armed carrier forces in the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean near Iran and has 
built more than 40 military bases in the countries surrounding Iran. The US 
reportedly has 20,000 nuclear bombs available to use and Israel—allegedly—
has another 200, whereas Iran is not known to have one. US military 
spending of $700 billion a year, moreover, is 100 times the rate of Iran’s $7 
billion annual military outlay. 

What has this got to do with the 2015 UK election? In my view—and it is only an 
opinion—, if we get a Conservative, Liberal Democrat or Labour government 
after the election, UK foreign policy will almost certainly be dictated by 
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Washington. We might wring our hands on the sidelines on some specifics: 
the UK is only involved in air bombardment of ISIS positions in Iraq but not, 
unlike the US, Syria. 

Saddam Hussein and Moammar Gaddafi were undoubtedly nasty men. Have 
the military engagements that ended up with their being murdered 
succeeded in making Libya or Iraq better places? 

If we are to follow the US into fighting the NATO Territorial, the Zaire 
Alliance or the Iceland Incident or whatever, we must not do so blind to the 
real background, the real political objectives. Was Walter J. Rockler, a US 
Nuremberg prosecutor and activist lawyer right? "The United States has 
discarded pretensions to international legality and decency and embarked on 
a course of raw imperialism run amok." 47 

24 Britain’s place in the world 

It is said that the UK has the sixth largest economy in the world. Cameron’s 
lack of negotiating skills has ensured that the UK is isolated as the Billy-no-
mates in the world’s global village. 

He has estranged us from the EU because he would not face up to his own 
party and its revolting backbench MPs. 

The “Special Relationship” with the US seems to be going through the throes 
of a trial separation, if not a divorce, despite Cameron’s high-profile visit to 
Washington in January. 

The UK is no longer an imperial power; the map is no longer three-fourths 
pink. Why spend money to maintain the illusion of a dirty past that no longer 
exists? 

25 Trident: annual cost 

£2 to £2.4 billion48 or £3 billion49—depending on which commentator you 
believe—are spent on Trident each year. 

By comparison, building a state-of-the-art hospital costs around £545 million 
and providing free school dinners for children from families in receipt of 
Universal Credit would cost around £500 million per year50. 

I take the view that the reason the UK maintains a nuclear deterrent that, 
arguably, it neither needs for its defence nor can afford, not least in this 
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period of so-called austerity, is simple. It is our membership fee to be 
considered a member of the Global VIP Club, i.e. permanent membership of 
the UN Security Council. 

The United Nations’ Charter Chapter V, Article 23(1) lists China, France, 
Russia, the UK and the US as the five permanent members of the Security 
Council. All five maintain an arsenal of nuclear weapons, along with India, 
Pakistan, Israel (an open secret) and North Korea. In global terms, what are 
the UK (or France, for that matter) doing on the Security Council? 

Does the UK, in NATO and the EU, still need its own independent nuclear 
deterrent, other than for its post-imperial membership fee? 

26 Trident: the cost of replacement 

Replacement will cost at least £100 billion51,52, again with the caveat that the 
figure depends on who you believe. 

Money spent on Trident could pay for 150,000 new nurses and teachers every 
year for over 30 years, or quadruple Britain’s annual 
investment in renewable energy, or create 180,000 new jobs in housing 
construction. 

Nuclear Education Trust Chair Madeline Held: “It is quite frankly 
unbelievable that at a time of austerity, when every item of public 
expenditure has to be justified to the n’th degree, that the biggest proposed 
UK investment programme has received so little public scrutiny.”53 

27 General disbelief 

At least four senior generals are considering resigning because they cannot 
face leading the Army through fresh cuts, it was reported on 14th March54.  

Low morale is gripping top brass and middle-ranking officers, who are in 
“disbelief” that ministers are failing to rule out again swinging the axe at the 
armed forces’ budget. An unnamed major-general told the Sunday Times: 
“Many of us are thinking it’s time to leave, get out now while you are still 
young enough to forge another career. It’s the only thing people are talking 
about. There is a lot of talk about protest resignations and given the anger 
and resentment at a very senior level, I would personally expect some sort of 
reaction. 
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“I’ve fought in three wars, watched men die in battle fighting for their 
regiment and their country, and now we are in this sorry state. It’s pretty 
shameful,” he said. “You can’t overestimate the antipathy towards the 
government over the treatment of the armed forces.” 

28 The military covenant 

So far, my disputations may suggest I’m a card-carrying member of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. I’m not (although I had a brief dalliance 
with CND in the late 1970s) but it wouldn’t matter for my purpose here even 
if I were. Below, I consider some demographics provided by a poll from 
December 201455. 

Only about one in four British voters say they trust the leaders of anti-war 
groups to tell the truth when it comes to debating military action (23%), 
compared with a large majority who don’t (64%). In contrast, their view of 
military leaders is almost the exact opposite: 60% say they trust senior 
members of the UK Armed Forces in debates on military action, while only 
29% don’t. 

For much of the 20th century, UK foreign policy was underpinned by a steady 
public belief in the utility of force, and what some have called an “unwritten 
compact” on British military engagement, namely that military intervention 
would be necessary and a last resort, that it would end in success, that the 
outcome would be morally defensible and the benefits would outweigh the 
costs. 

This compact was sorely tested, but not entirely broken, by long and 
questionable campaigns after 2001. I am concerned about the almost-
continuous involvement of the UK in conflicts in the twenty-five years since 
1990. What were we doing in: 
  Gulf War  (1991) 
   Bosnian War  (1992-1996) 
    Operation Desert Fox  (1998) 
     Kosovo War  (1998-1999) 
      Sierra Leone Civil War  (2000-2002) 
       War in Afghanistan  ~ Fourth Anglo-Afghan War  (2001-2014) 
        Iraq War ~ Blair’s War (2003-2009) 
         Libyan intervention  (2011) 
and        international ISIS intervention (2014-ongoing) 
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A list of the side-effects of such wayward adventures on public opinion 
include a lower tolerance for military risk, a higher bar for evidence of the 
need to act, a new reluctance to do so without international, if not UN, 
endorsement and a deeper concern for the legalities of intervention. Nearly 
two-thirds (58%) of the voting public now think the government should only 
take military action if MPs vote to support it first. 

So: it seems we are a nation of reluctant, moralistic warmongers. And easily 
swayed: from a million people marching against Blair’s war in 2003, despite 
previously-favourable outcomes, particularly in Kosovo and Sierra Leone, 
and incomprehension of the issues in the engagement in Afghanistan, we are 
currently involved in bombing ISIS positions in Iraq without dissent rising 
above a murmur. 

Whatever we think about the overt purpose of each conflict, one aspect of 
our warfare is clear. There is great public respect and gratitude for our 
armed forces. I feel deeply for our military and am grateful that there are 
professional men and women who are willing to go and fight on my behalf, 
for our freedoms and way of life. For that is what they do. Centred on this 
aspect of the military compact is the political dimension. 

If soldiers, sailors and airmen are to be put in harm’s way on my behalf by 
politicians, there is a great moral duty to ensure that they are properly and 
fully equipped and resourced while in the field and to ensure that, on their 
return, they are looked after as appropriate to their needs, be they housing, 
health or welfare. 

The military covenant means different things to different people but its 
primary meaning is clear enough: the compact of trust, honour and respect 
between the government, the armed forces and the public whose interests 
they serve. 

In 2008, the army’s then senior soldier, Chief of the General Staff, Richard 
Dannatt, made a stinging comparison between the basic salary of a traffic 
warden (about £20,000) and a private soldier (£16,277). “I think, given the 
insecurity in the world today and what the armed forces of this country are 
being asked to do, then probably a slightly increased share of the national 
wealth going to defence would be appropriate.”56  

It is not just a matter of salary: substandard equipment and equipment 
shortages, the effect of cuts on personnel numbers, are just some issues. 
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A particular concern of mine is the effect of warfare on the mental health of 
individuals. A major 2013 Establishment-based report concluded57: 

Much of what we know about mental health problems in UK personnel is 
based on large prospective cohort studies using self-report measures, 
administered through telephone interviews and postal questionnaires. These 
at best tell us about possible symptoms of mental illness, violent behaviour 
and so forth. For this reason it pays to be cautious when interpreting these 
findings. Future research work needs to concentrate more on formally 
diagnosing problems using structured face-to-face interviews. This will lead 
to more accurate conclusions about the health and social problems in this 
population. Services attempting to meet the health and social needs of 
military personnel should be evaluated to determine their impact and 
effectiveness so as to ensure positive outcomes and better use of available 
resources. 

I find it astonishing and unacceptable that the state of research into PTSD 
and related mental health issues with military and ex-military personnel is at 
such a rudimentary, even perfunctory, level. 

29 Aircraft carriers 

Symbolic of the poor and disjointed planning around military investment is 
the matter of our bright, shiny, new aircraft carriers. That are not ready yet. 
With no planes. 

“An aircraft carrier without planes is the perfect metaphor for Britain's 
diminished global status”58. 

30 Bush fucker trials 

Blair was, in my view, overawed by the kudos he thought he was aggregating 
by showing support for Bush Jnr’s neo-colonial wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
despite the fact that the Bush administration outmanoeuvred him and forced 
his hand to join in both the Afghanistan and Iraq débâcles. 

Daddy Bush had wobbled in 1991. Having reinvaded Kuwait, he decided 
against an all-out offensive into Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. At the close of 
hostilities, Iraq was allowed to fly armed helicopters on their side of the 
temporary border, ostensibly for government transit due to the damage done 
to civilian infrastructure. Soon after, these helicopters and much of Iraq's 
military were used to fight uprisings in the Basra region and, in the north, 
Kurds leaders took American statements that they would support an uprising 
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to heart, and began fighting, hoping to trigger a coup d'état. The rebellions 
were encouraged by an airing of "The Voice of Free Iraq” broadcast from a 
CIA-run radio station out of Saudi Arabia. The Arabic service of the Voice of 
America supported the uprising by stating that the rebellion was large, and 
that they soon would be liberated from Saddam. However, when no US 
support came, Iraqi generals remained loyal to Saddam and brutally crushed 
the Kurdish uprising.  

The Bush administration chose to allow Saddam to remain in power instead 
of pushing on to capture Baghdad and overthrowing his government. 
Unfinished business. Dubya went into Iraq, Blair went with him … weapons of 
mass destruction … sexed-up dossier … lying to the UN … no second 
resolution … failure to take on board the Iraqi military after hostilities ceased 
.. Abu Ghraib …  

So: where is the Chilcott Inquiry report? 

“My committee and I want and intend to deliver our report to the Prime 
Minister as soon as we possibly can. But as I said to the Prime Minister in my 
letter of 20 January, I see “no realistic prospect” of doing so before the 
general election. We have to maintain the principles by which we have 
operated throughout. The principles are those of fairness, thoroughness and 
impartiality. It is our duty to deliver a report which gives the Government, 
Parliament, the public and particularly all those who have been deeply 
affected by the events in Iraq the answers they deserve.” 59 

31 Europe 

Dav “Call me Rosinante” Quixameron’s quest to secure a new deal for Britain 
in Europe by renegotiating EU treaties is virtually “mission impossible”, 
according to Donald Tusk, the president of the European Council and the key 
EU politician chairing the summits that will decide the response to the 
British question60. The UK government has repeatedly pushed for a re-
opening of the EU’s Lisbon treaty to nail down the changes it wants, arguing 
that the pact has to be rewritten to underpin greater political integration in 
the crisis-ridden Eurozone. 

Tusk: “I am ready to help Cameron. I have no doubt that we have to help in a 
limited and rational framework. We have to help David Cameron because he 
is obviously pro-European. I am sceptical when it comes to changing the 
treaty. My intuition is that treaty change is close to mission impossible today 
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because it’s not only about rationality, about good argument,” said Tusk. “We 
need unanimity between 28 member states, in the European parliament, in 
28 national parliaments in the process of ratification. To say that it is a 
Pandora’s Box is too little.” 

Tilting at windmills, Dave. 

32 Putin’s Russia 

Mr Putin likes to play hardball. He has no opposition in Russia, the 
opposition leader Boris Nemtsov having been murdered in February this 
year. Activists from a pro-Kremlin movement trashed a makeshift memorial 
to Nemtsov61. Nemtsov was one of the leaders of demonstrations in Moscow 
against the annexation of Crimea—and was criticised by Russian nationalists 
for appealing to the US and EU to tighten sanctions against the Kremlin. 
Russian state TV portrayed Nemtsov and his fellow opposition leader, Alexei 
Navalny, as US-funded stooges—and Putin speaks of a “fifth column” of 
enemies inside Russia62. 

I don’t see Mr Putin as a nice man. He has successfully circumvented the 
Russian constitution’s rules on the number of consecutive terms he can stand 
as President, by simply swapping jobs with his Prime Minister. His poster-
boy Action Man image, to me, looks a tad dubious, to say the least: but 
Russians—as far as can be realistically gauged—like him. They want this 
steely, no-backing-down, psychopathological leader: streets are filled with 
patriotic crowds waving banners saying, “Crimea is ours—Obama don’t envy 
us,” “America, keep your hands off” and “I am proud of my country.” 
Whether these “patriots” were paid for their attendance, it seems that any 
ability to offer any kind of liberal opposition is being efficiently, effectively 
and violently closed down63. 

As in Soviet times, hatred of the United States and the West is forming 
the basis of national identity. Criticism of the authorities by the opposition 
and the activities of independent Russian nongovernmental organizations 
are increasingly portrayed as the subversive work of U.S. intelligence carried 
out using American money and serving American interests. It is becoming 
increasingly common to hear opposition members and civil activists labelled 
as fascists and members of the "fifth column."64 

Mr Putin’s first visit to London since the 2006 murder of Russian dissident 
Alexander Litvinenko (poisoned with a radioactive isotope) was David “Call 
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me red” Cameron’s chance to raise Russia’s denial of British requests for the 
extradition of the chief suspect in the case, a former KGB agent Andrei 
Lugovoi, who denies any involvement. Did Red Dave talk straight to Putin? 
No. He welcomed Putin to the Olympics65. An undoubted foreign policy 
success. 

As a country, we have no strategy to deal with Putin and no power to, 
unilaterally, to force his hand. The Litvinenko murder has turned into a 
replay of the 1984 murder of PC Yvonne Fletcher, shot from the Libyan 
People's Bureau in London. Why even pretend otherwise? 

33 Ukraine 

China considers the "nature and root cause" of the Ukraine crisis as the 
"game" between Russia and Western powers—the United States and the 
European Union—blaming competition between Russia and the West for the 
crisis, while urging Western powers to "abandon the zero-sum mentality" 
with Russia. 

This position was relayed by Qu Xing, China's Ambassador to Belgium, by 
China's state news agency Xinhua on 26th February66. China sees external 
intervention by different powers as exacerbating the crisis and warns that 
Moscow would feel it was being treated unfairly if the West did not change 
its approach. 

This is unusual, in that China traditionally keeps out of international affairs 
that it considers to be outside its sphere of influence. The conclusions that I 
draw from China breaking cover like this are (1) China is blaming the West 
for the Ukraine situation that (2) China views with grave concern. 

34 ISIS and realpolitik 

21 
21 Months between James Foley's abduction in 
Syria and his beheading by ISIS, which 
President Obama described as a 'bankrupt 
ideology' which 'no just God would stand for' 

113 
113 People beheaded over that period by Saudi 
Arabia, visited by President Obama in 2014 to 
‘underscore the importance of the bilateral 
relationship’ between their countries 
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Health and the destruction of the NHS 

35 Funding the NHS: those party commitments in full 

67 

Without such a firm commitment, voters may view the promises of the 
political parties as being nothing more than window-dressing. 

Not me writing. 

Dr Maureen Baker Chair, Royal College of General Practitioners 

Professor Jane Dacre President, Royal College of Physicians 

Dr David Richmond, President, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 

Dr Jean-Pierre van Besouw President, Royal College of Anaesthetists 

Dr Hilary Cass President, Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 

Professor Sir Simon Wessely President, Royal College of Psychiatrists, professor 
of psychological medicine, King’s College London, and director, King’s Centre for 
Military Health Research 

Dr Clifford Mann President, Royal College of Emergency Medicine 

Text of an open letter signed by the above-named, posted by The Guardian 
online 15th March 201568. 
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Recent polls showing that the NHS will be the main issue for many voters in 
the forthcoming general election reflect how much our health service is 
valued by all sections of society, but also how worried the public is about its 
future. 

People are right to be concerned. The NHS does a fantastic job of providing 
excellent patient care that’s free at the point of access, but frontline services 
are increasingly buckling under the pressure as they struggle to meet the 
changing needs of an ageing population within a budget that is failing to 
keep pace with ballooning demand. As GP surgeries, hospital wards and 
community services come under growing strain, whoever forms the next 
government will have to take tough decisions about how the NHS is funded. 

NHS England chief executive Simon Stevens has recently set out a landmark 
vision for the future of the NHS in his Five Year Forward View strategy 
document. It makes a compelling case that the delivery of care should be 
increasingly integrated around individuals’ particular needs, backed by a 
strengthened primary care sector better equipped to empower them to stay 
healthy and out of hospital wherever possible. 

This vision has received widespread support from both patients and 
healthcare professionals, and represents the best chance of safeguarding the 
future of the NHS. However, we fear that the political will to make it happen 
is missing. 

Mr Stevens has made it clear that, to deliver his plan, the next government 
will need to invest at least an extra £8bn a year in the NHS by 2020. This will 
help to close the estimated £30bn funding gap that will have emerged by the 
end of the next parliament. It would not be money to pay for more of the 
same, but resourcing that would help to transform the NHS into a service fit 
for the tough challenges of the 21st century. Clearly, this represents a 
substantial investment, but retaining the status quo will cost taxpayers more 
in the long term. 

All the major parties say they want to maintain the NHS as a service that 
delivers excellent patient care, free at the point of access. But voters, 
concerned about the future of their health service, will want to see the 
parties vying for their support putting their money where their mouths are 
and pledge to increase investment in the NHS in line with the sums for which 
the politically neutral Mr Stevens is calling. 

The NHS has been consistently ranked as one of the most equitable and cost-
effective health services in the world by the independent Commonwealth 
Fund, but this status will be put at risk if we don’t fund it adequately. 

We therefore call on all the political parties taking part in the general 
election to commit formally to investing £8bn a year more in the delivery of 
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healthcare by the end of the next parliament, in order to safeguard the 
future of the NHS. 

36 Privatisation of the NHS 

It seems to me to be perfectly clear that there is no place in the Conservative 
mindset for the publicly-funded health service that the vast majority of the 
country wants. “Recent polls showing that the NHS will be the main issue for 
many voters in the forthcoming general election” is the only reason the 
Tories will not come clean on the issue – before the election. After it—would 
be too late if the Tories were to win. 

The NHS has agreed a £780 million deal to privatise services in an attempt to 
tackle the increasing backlog of patients awaiting surgery, scans and tests. 
Critics say the move is undemocratic and threatens care standards69. 

However, the move will now allow the health service to buy in private 
services without further scrutiny. This has caused understandable concern 
among supporters of continued public ownership. Private firms don't want to 
run most of the NHS because they can't make a profit but they are eager to 
take on profitable areas, where they are running up to two thirds of the 
services. These include community services and the diagnostic tests and 
elective surgery involved in this massive contract. This is privatisation by 
any definition. Some of the private companies involved in the deal have 
previously faced criticism for providing substandard care for patients in 
hospitals and care homes.  

11 private firms will perform heart and joint surgery, carry out scans and 
provide diagnostic tests for patients from mobile medical facilities. NHS 
Supply Chain secured the deal, which marks an increase in the number of 
mobile units being used for procedures. Local NHS trusts will be able to buy 
in the services if they are suffering a backlog. The Guardian calculates the 
four-year deal could secure the firms a maximum profit of £780 million, 
comprising of five national contracts of £240 million, £160 million, £240 
million, £80 million and £60 million, respectively70. 

37 The Manchester experiment 

Aneurin Bevan, introducing the NHS, quickly decided that local authorities 
were poorly placed to offer the organisational framework for the NHS that he 
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sought to establish, with the core values we continue to associate with it. The 
public still seeks to protect those principles: 

 an NHS whose services are provided free at the point of use 
 are financed from central taxation 
 for which everyone is eligible. 

Manchester offers instead a return to local health services71. 

The divide between the NHS and social care divide is increasingly blamed for 
a crisis in A&E services, so-called “bed-blocking” and much suffering, waste 
and inefficiency. So it is hardly surprising that the Manchester experiment to 
transfer billions in NHS funding to the council has been met with widespread 
interest and support. This will mean that local authorities have control over 
health and social care budgets. However, the likelihood is that more cynical 
considerations are in play. 

The Manchester brave new idea will simply drag the NHS down to the level of 
social care, the most devalued and misunderstood welfare service. Central 
government will still have the power to cut local authority funding, as it 
already does in the name of austerity, but no responsibility when councils 
have little choice but to cut health care services. If such a system were rolled 
out nationally, central government could escape political pressure to 
ringfence NHS funding. 

Manchester is a con-trick. 

38 Hunto cunno mio 

Jeremy “Mike” Hunt is responsible for a politically-motivated cover-up, his 
department refusing to publish a damning report on NHS management 
before the general election72. 

Sarah Wollaston (Conservative), a former GP who took over as the chairman 
of the Parliamentary Health Select Committee stated it was not reasonable or 
right that a report by Stuart Rose (former Marks & Spencer boss and Tory 
peer), which was commissioned by Mike Hunt a year ago and completed in 
December, was being kept from the public. It has been made known, 
probably by senior officials on the QT, that Rose’s report is strongly critical 
of management systems in the NHS. 
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It is reported in an Observer on Sunday article73 that the findings are 
potentially damaging for the Tories before an election in which the NHS is 
centre stage and that there are also suggestions the report implies the 
government’s own NHS reforms, steered through by Mike’s predecessor, 
Andrew Lansley, may have made matters worse. 

Lansley’s “reforms”, as everybody knows, has opened the door to back-door 
privatisation of the NHS.  

39 Mental health: the poor relation 

A report by the all-party parliamentary group on mental health, which is 
supported by Mind, Rethink Mental Illness and the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists74, says that people with mental health problems, despite 
pledges to achieve parity of esteem with physical health, receive substandard 
care that would not be tolerated elsewhere in the NHS75.  

Among the report’s recommendations is a national target for reducing 
premature deaths among those with mental health problems given that, on 
average, people who have serious mental health illnesses die 15-20 years 
earlier than others. The report also calls for a review of how the government 
ensures the NHS carries out its commitment to improving mental health 
services, suggesting there is “little evidence to suggest that this aspiration to 
put mental health at the heart of the public health system is being reflected 
on the ground”. 

The central principle of equality for all those requiring health care is a 
human right and should be a political imperative, even though it may test 
the financial tenacity of any government to achieve it. Removing the barriers 
to equality and promoting positive attitudes, not just in the NHS but across 
the UK, requires a juggernaut of reform and social investment as momentous 
as that of 1945. The entrenchment of an apparent difference allows 
segregation, maltreatment and underfunded mismanagement permitted by a 
cynical misappropriation of a person’s rights by the exploitation of a lack of 
full capacity. Consequently deemed “less than” and locked away without 
basic treatment, advocated within national guidelines, becomes acceptable. 
The spin then blames, and incidentally impoverishes, the “patient" for being 
unable to live an independent life. Unacceptable, uncivilized and inhuman. 

Mike Hunt will embrace the report just long enough to avoid making any 
financial or strategic commitment with all his heart, of course. 
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40 Effect of cuts on mental health spending on children 

76 

On 7th January 2015, the Department of Health was asked how much was 
spent in (a) cash; and (b) real terms on child and adolescent mental health 
services (CAMHS). Simple enough, and the DoH dutifully provided a succinct 
table showing how both (a) and (b) had declined. 

All well and good. However, on 24th February, “Nobby” Norman Lamb, 
Health Minister and Lib Dum MP for North Norfolk, answered the question 
“Does the minister accept that this government’s decision to cut children’s 
mental health services at the same time as wasting £3 billions on a 
reorganisation has been a key factor in this failure?” 

Giving mental health parity of esteem with physical health is a key element 
of the Lib Dems’ general election offering and is due to appear on the front 
page of their manifesto. Nobby Norman fetched up at their spring conference 
to open his heart about his son. “My family has had our own experience of 
mental health problems as our son was diagnosed with obsessive compulsive 
disorder at the age of 15. It’s something he has made the decision to be open 
about,” Lamb told the conference, in a speech that received a standing 
ovation from members. “This has been a very painful time for our family. As 
a parent you just want to keep your children safe, to know they are going to 
be OK. But my family is not unique. Our experience has made me even more 
determined to bring mental health out of the shadows and fight for better 
care for all of the families affected by it.”77 

So, to the question on CAMHS cuts—on a subject for which he had a personal 
family interest and ought to have known that he had already given 
Parliament details of the cuts—Lamb replied: “This government has 
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absolutely not made any decision to cut children’s mental health services. 
[The questioner] knows that it’s misleading to suggest that that’s the case.”78 
2009-2010 CAMHS real terms £766m + 2012-2013 CAMHS real terms £717m = a 
cut. Was this a deliberate lie ~or~ a woefully-stupid mistake, Nobby? 

Which is worse? Cynically using biographical information about one’s 
children to tug at the voters’ heartstrings ~or~ misleading the House of 
Commons by suggesting a question is misleading and into the bargain. 

Whichever, Norman Lamb is a right knob. 

41 What else should we call “mental”? 

The strategy published by the Department of Health in February 2011, No 
Health Without Mental Health: A Cross-Government Mental Health Outcomes 
Strategy for People of All Ages, uses the phrase ‘mental health problem’ as an 
umbrella term to denote the full range of mental ill health and disorders, 
including personality disorder and refers to personality disorder as “Any 
disorder in which an individual’s personal characteristics cause regular and 
long-term problems in the way they cope with life and interact with other 
people and in their ability to respond emotionally.”79 

The  predicted outcomes (i.e. bullshit) are: 

 A more recovery model rather than a 'maintenance' model of care. 

Quite apart from the appalling English, this needs to be read as “model where 
ticking the box reading ‘can be left without support (and we can wash our 
hands fiscally)’ rather than the one that says ‘patient needs looking after 
and, dare I say, real nursing’. 

 Better and timelier discharge systems in place incorporating the use of 
technology. 

Stop the loonies from bedblocking. If the computer says we can ship this one 
out, we ship this one out regardless. Then we can blame the computer. 

 Reduction of personality disorder prevalence on the acute wards. 

Get the nutters out of here as quickly as we can. If we can’t use expensive 
drugs to subdue them, we’d have to—the phrase management hates—provide 
real nursing. 
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 Reduction of bed days on the acute wards. 

Yeah, get them out of the wards, in case any VIPs come visiting. We don’t 
want the place littered with sick people that we can’t afford the nursing care 
to treat properly. 

 Improved staff morale and a reduction in staff sickness. 

I lurve a good laugh! 

 Increase in knowledge of and attitude to personality disorders in providers 
of services/service users/carers/families/communities. 

This is an arcane medical procedure called “passing the buck”. 

 Improved service users/carers/families satisfaction. 

You know all those “patient questionnaire” forms that we got printed? Only 
give them to the relatively sane ones. They won’t have a clue about what the 
DoH definition of loony is and, if any of the really crazy ones have the energy 
to pick up a questionnaire, they’ll only use it to skin up a joint. 

 Reduction in Section 136 usage, i.e. improved liaison with police/improved 
knowledge of personality disorder for police. 

Because it’ll be the police, as the last line of resistance, who are left to arrest 
mentally ill people and hold them in police cells, which means that they’re 
locked away without it affecting our budget. Leaving the Old Bill without any 
support and nowhere useful to take the nutters, is a cheap way for the police 
to get improved knowledge and on-the-job training. 

 Reduction in suicide rate. 

As if we care. 

 More focus on physical health in mental health in order to improve 
healthy life expectancy. 

I read this somewhere. 

 Increase in discharges to the GP. 

This is becoming a less-than-arcane medical procedure called “passing the 
buck”. 

 Reduction in admission to A&E and urgent care services. 

This is becoming a fairly common medical procedure called “passing the 
buck”. 
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 Increase in clarity about appropriate care pathways for PD. 

Clarity for us, anyway: if it costs us less, we pretend that it’s in the patients’ 
best interests. 

 Better interface between primary, secondary & acute care. 

I read this somewhere and still don’t know what it means. 

 Better interface between children, adult and specialist commissioning. 

I read this somewhere, still don’t know what it means and haven’t even 
realized how fucking stupid it sounds. 

 Increase in recovery based services; including self-care management. 

Well, it’s their fault they’re mental in the first place. 

I’ve thought of a new advertising byline: “Couldn’t care less in the 
community”. Do you think it’ll catch on? 

42 Widening the gap 

According to the Daily Telegraph80 (not known for its violently left-wing 
views), “official figures show” babies born in the poorest parts of the UK 
today have worse prospects for a long and healthy life than those born in 
Rwanda. New estimates of healthy life expectancy (the length of time people 
would normally expect to lead a full and active life in good health) show a 
gap of more than 18 years between the richest and poorest parts of England.  
The figures81 also disabuse us of any assumption that members of the baby-
boom generation will enjoy a long and carefree retirement: half the men and 
40% of women are likely already to be in poor health before they reach 
pension age. Based on current health trends and death rates, it is estimated 
that a baby boy living in a neighbourhood classed as being within the most 
deprived 10% of England is likely to live 74.1 years but only 52.2 years in 
generally “good” health. 

Presumably, Cameron and Pickles will encourage all poor people to go and 
live in Rwanda. 

43 How many nurses … 

Q. How many nurses does it take to change a lightbulb? 

In 2013 the NHS employed 147,087 doctors, 371,777 qualified nursing staff, 
154,109 qualified scientific, therapeutic and technical staff and 36,360 
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managers. 50.6% of NHS employees are professionally qualified clinical 
staff82. The 50.6% figure can be vaguely, but accurately, waved around as a 
majority. “Majority” is not a word Tories give much credence to anyway, 
especially when they remember the 2010 election result. 

A. One nurse to swap the lightbulbs and a second to hold the ladder. And: 47 
accountants to ensure that the lightbulb has been ethically sourced, that it’s 
not been made containing nuts, that the floor has been part of a cleaning 
operation to avoid slippage and any damage to the ladder, the nurse’s 
sprained ankle is treated as cost-effectively as possible (i.e. once his shift has 
finished, so no cost to salary budget), etc., etc. … 

44 How many beds … 

 

Since the Coalition came to power the NHS has lost around 10,000 hospital 
beds in England. That's a loss of more than 5 beds per day for five years83.  
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War on Welfare 

45 Tory myth-making (1) 

Polling commissioned by the Trades Union Congress indicates that the 
campaign by Tory ministers is turning voters against claimants – but only 
because the public is being fed “myths” about those who rely on benefits84. 

 

46 Tory myth-making (2) 

Ministers were accused of demonising benefits claimants in an attempt to 
justify their controversial decision to increase most state handouts by less 
than inflation. The criticism came out before a Commons vote on the Welfare 
Benefits Uprating Bill, which will ensure that most benefits and tax credits 
will rise by only 1% for the next three years85. I’m on benefits, the legal term 
being “entitled” … … So: am I prejudiced? You decide. 

86 
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47 “Inhumanly inflexible” disappears up the Grantham 

Passage 

Elected as the Conservative MP for Grantham & Stamford in May 2010, Nick 
Boles MP was appointed as Minister of State jointly for the Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills and the Department for Education on 15 July 
201487. On 27th February 2015, Mr Boles visited a charitable project, 
Grantham Passage88.  

Grantham Passage is part of Grantham & District Poverty Concern and the 
Church of St Mary the Immaculate, the work of which is undertaken entirely 
by volunteers89. According to the website, assistance is given to any who are 
destitute, referred to agencies or through attendance at the 'passage' 
sessions. Direct financial assistance is avoided and help is given in the form 
of food vouchers or utility card credit. Clothing, bedding and household 
items are provided where necessary. There is a small but persistent number 
of people without shelter of any kind and a number more who 'sofa surf’. 
Through the work of the Grantham Passage, which holds six sessions each 
week, shelter, hot food, clothing and assistance with access to agencies and 
community support is given. The Passage represents a way back for those 
who have fallen on hard times for whatever reason. Help is also given to any 
elderly person who needs immediate support because of distressing 
circumstances, such as inadequate heating, loss of purse, or other situations 
which require alleviating. In short, Grantham Passage is run by volunteers 
who deal, at the coalface on a daily basis, with the people who are in the 
welfare system and/or fall through its cracks: they know what they are 
talking about and who they are talking about. 

Volunteers told Boles about a claimant who was sanctioned for missing an 
appointment whilst staying with his newborn baby, who was in intensive 
care. Boles responded that: “The sanctions are a worry, and do need to be 
looked at. I do understand why there needs to be a disciplined system and 
there needs to be a process they go through, but I do think there are too 
many of these cases where it does seem inhumanly inflexible.” 

Asked about what changes could be made, Boles said: “In the runup to the 
election there is not a lot we can do, but we can get the case studies together 
where the sanctions seem to be most unreasonable … The beginning of a 
parliamentary term, when people are looking at things afresh, is the best 
time to make a change.” 90 
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So far, so good? Unfortunately, the whiff of burnt fingers is attended by a 
swift backtracking. 

Asked by the Guardian newspaper whether his comments meant he 
supported a review of the system, Boles said: “Benefit sanctions are an 
essential part of our reforms to end the something-for-nothing culture and 
they have helped record numbers of people back into work since 2010. I am a 
strong supporter of them in both principle and practice – those who can 
work should work. Of course, we need to make sure that the decision to 
impose sanctions is properly applied and employment advisers work hard to 
make sure special circumstances are taken into account”91. Strangely, none 
of Mr Boles’ comments appears in the list of statements he has published on 
his government website92. 

Almost 500,000 people have had their benefits suspended for a period of 
time, including 2,000 who have been barred from claiming for three years93. 

48 Those stripped of benefits to be charged for challenging 

DWP decisions 

Charging people for the right to appeal94 drives a coach and horses through 
any concept of equality under the law. People on benefits are on benefits 
because they are poor. They will not have £250 to challenge DWP decisions 
which are being overturned at a rate of 60% and this is a proposal, in a leaked 
document from the DWP, that would only affect the poorest people in the 
country. 

The poor must enjoy the rule of law and be able to access functioning 
institutions of justice equally as the rich. One of the UN's Millennium 
Development Goals95 is to halve extreme poverty worldwide. If the poor 
cannot access justice, money will simply continue to flow towards the 
powerful, widening the poverty gap. 

49 Scotland: a window on welfare cuts for working families 

A report commissioned by the Scottish Parliament’s Welfare Reform 
Committee96, revealed that in-work households could together expect to lose 
around £730 million a year, due to cuts to welfare benefits. According to the 
report, 48% of the total financial loss to households in Scotland arising from 
welfare cuts will fall on working families. The report also found that around 
370,000 households will be affected by cuts to Tax Credits, with a loss of 
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around £930 million per year. And 81% lone parents with one child and 86% 
of lone parents with two children, will be affected by cuts to Tax Credits. 

Giving evidence to Scotland’s Welfare Reform Committee, Professor Steve 
Fothergill of Sheffield Hallam University’s Centre for Regional Economic and 
Social Research, said benefit cuts will push already struggling working 
households further down into in-work poverty97. 

“We’re estimating something approaching half of the financial losses arising 
from welfare reform do fall on in-work households. Now in so-far as those in-
work households are skewed towards the bottom end of the income 
spectrum, even before they lose benefits, then you would expect that if 
you’re taking money from those households then it will push them further 
down into in-work poverty.” 

The government’s misguided priorities are laid bare when it thinks it is right 
that in-work households should face £730 million a year loss of income – a 
move that will only drive more people into poverty. 

This is only in one part of the UK, Scotland, with an estimated population of 
5.3m at mid-2013. The population of the UK as a whole was estimated at 64.1 
million in mid-201398. 

A very unscientific application of the Scotland figure to the UK as a whole 
conjures up an imaginary figure of £8.8 with 000,000,000 noughts after it. 
This is such a large figure that my maths can’t cope with it. Still, it should 
help us get the jolly old structural deficit (which wasn’t caused by poor in-
work families) under control. 

50 Effects of DWP sanctions 

Nearly 100,000 of the poorest children in the UK went hungry last year 
because their parents’ benefits were stopped or cut, according to a report by 
a coalition of churches99. 

A total of more than a million benefit sanctions were imposed last year - 
sometimes simply because people were late for an appointment at the 
Jobcentre - although more than 120,000 of those decisions were overturned 
on appeal. 

Researchers found that more than 100 people with severe mental health 
problems a day were sanctioned. The report said: “We are disturbed that a 
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benefit system intended to provide for the needy and vulnerable is used as a 
means of coercion and compliance. 

“The penalties often do not appear reasonable or proportionate to the 
‘failure’ that has occurred. If a similar system operated in a workplace, where 
pay was removed for a month for being late for a meeting or not achieving a 
target, we might reasonably expect action to be taken against the employer.” 

Niall Cooper, of Church Action on Poverty, which helped write the report, 
added: “If you commit a crime, no court is allowed to make you go hungry as 
a punishment. But if you’re late for an appointment at the Jobcentre they can 
remove all your income and leave you unable to feed you or your family for 
weeks.” 

51 IDS redefines compassion 

Helping people escape a lifetime on benefits and so they can get back into 
work is "compassionate" Conservatism at its best. For too long it has been 
assumed that compassion is "soft" and the "preserve of the left". Iain Donkey 
Smuggler believes that the Conservative Party has a "historic mission" to 
help the working poor and to give them "the right to hope and the chance to 
aspire"100.  

According to Ian Dorothy’s Shitbag: "There is nothing compassionate about 
increasing dependency by spending more of taxpayers’ money to sustain 
someone in a lifetime on benefits. No – Conservative compassion is about 
getting someone back to work, taking the tough choices to move someone 
clear of the benefits system. This compassion has at its heart the certain 
knowledge that if a family has work then their lives will be improved. A 
Government bringing cohesion to society, one that is on people’s sides, but 
not on their backs. Above all, no one wants to know that they gained at the 
expense of those worse off than them. That is why it is a historic 
Conservative mission to help improve the lot of the working poor. To give 
them the right to hope and the chance to aspire." 

Words fail me. But they do not fail this intrepid critic. 
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52 The underclass needs to be trained in order to behave 

There is quantitative evidence that the notorious fit-for-work tests are 
inflicting damage on disabled people’s bodies (not to mention the impact on 
their minds). We have now reached a point where the benefits system is 
making disabled and chronically ill people more ill. Over 60% of disabled 
people going through the work capability assessment—designed by the DWP 
and sold off to private firms—report being in pain afterwards. Others said 
their condition was made worse or their recovery delayed. One claimant 
surveyed, who has progressive rheumatoid arthritis, said she left her 
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appointment “feeling absolutely awful and suffered a lot of pain in the 
following days.” She went on to have a stroke a few weeks later. 

It might be worth remembering that this is an assessment that is meant to 
help people—one million people are due to go through the process this 
year—if only because those orchestrating it appear to have forgotten. It is the 
same cavalier attitude to the vulnerable that means claimants have killed 
themselves after being spat out by the benefit system, as if desperation and 
distress means nothing. 

We have gone back to a medieval notion that suffering is good for the soul, 
that the underclass—be it the unemployed, the disabled, or chronically sick—
need to be trained in order to behave. And, as almost a secondary 
consequence, their punishment cuts the welfare bill. A bonus all round101. 

53 Make it hurt 

 

An undercover Dispatches reporter was told that, when sanctioned, claimants 
have “got to suffer”102. Government workers are being trained to avoid giving 
benefit claimants details of hardship payments and other emergency funds. 
Participants at the training course were told not to volunteer information 
about same-day advance payments or other funds intended to tide claimants 
over until their benefits are paid103, not to tell claimants about a vital cash 
fund for clothes, bus fares or other expenses to help them into work104. 

Meanwhile, Jobcentre managers routinely put pressure on staff to sanction 
claimants’ benefits, according to documents produced by the Public & 
Commercial Services Union105 to the Commons’ Work & Pensions Select 
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Committee inquiry into sanctions106. Failure to instigate or approve enough 
sanctions is said to result in staff being “subject to performance reviews” or 
losing pay. Imagine “success” at a jobcentre not being helping a person get a 
well-paid, fulfilling job but tricking them out of the money they need to feed 
their children. 

Punishment and suffering is at the heart of what was once a safety net107. 
Next stop: a return to the workhouses. 

54 Kill the spongers 

There have now been many reports of state-sanctioned murder by DWP. 

That is: suicide committed by vulnerable people in the context of threats, 
bullying and financial starvation committed by overworked, bullied, 
threatened and financially-over-a-barrel civil servants working in 
compassionate Mr Dunky-without-a-hyphen-Smudger’s DWP. 

The two deaths108 I report here are, sadly and shockingly, part of a picture of 
desolation that is becoming commonplace. These reports are not the only 
ones I have come across. 

34-year-old father-of-three, Benjamin Del McDonald, suffering from 
depression, was found dead last November. The Coroner said: “Something 
must have happened to make him behave the way he did, because he had so 
much more to live for, especially his relationship with his daughter. At the 
time, his [benefit income] had been stopped. He had no form of income, and 
he said he was threatened with eviction from his home – all matters that can 
play on someone’s mind very much. The appropriate conclusion for me today 
is that while he was suffering from a significant bout of depression, he took 
his own life.” 

39-year-old Julia Kelly was found to have taken her own life, days after 
receiving a series of letters from the Department for Work and Pensions 
including one demanding that she repay £4,000 in Employment and Support 
Allowance payments. A statement by her father said: “We firmly believe the 
letter from the DWP was the trigger for her actions. Not to be believed by the 
DWP that she was suffering chronic back pain and also to be accused of 
wrongdoing and be told her payments might be stopped – we believe she 
snapped and could not take it any more.” The DWP had claimed that Ms Kelly 
was not entitled to claim ESA as she had failed to declare capital funds. 
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The government has admitted that more than 30 secret reviews, carried 
out following the deaths of benefit claimants, have called for 
improvements in how the DWP operates locally and nationally109. 

On 24th March, the Commons Work and Pensions Committee recommended 
creating a body to look into the deaths of working age benefits claimants in a 
series of proposals in its report into benefits sanctions. 

The Committee noted that there have been 49 investigations into claimant 
deaths by the DWP since February 2012 and has called on the DWP to reveal 
how many claimants were subject to a benefit sanction at the time of their 
death. 

The DWP “should seek to establish a body modelled on the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission, to conduct reviews, at the request of 
relatives, or automatically where no living relative remains, in all instances 
where an individual on an out-of-work working-age benefit dies whilst in 
receipt of that benefit.” 

The committee also renewed their call, first made in January 2014, for a full 
independent review to “investigate whether benefit sanctions are being 
applied appropriately, fairly and proportionately, across the Jobcentre Plus 
network.”110 

55 The unfit medical that doesn’t work for the medically-

unfit for work 

Amendment of the Employment and Support Allowance Regulations 
2008 
3.—(1) The Employment and Support Allowance Regulations 2008(a) are 
amended as follows. 
(2) In regulation 30 (conditions for treating a claimant as having limited 
capability for work until a determination about limited capability for work 
has been made)— 
(a) for paragraph (2)(b)(b) substitute— 
(b) in relation to the claimant’s entitlement to any benefit, allowance or 
advantage which is dependent on the claimant having limited capability for 
work, it has not been determined— 
(i) in the last determination preceding the date of claim for an employment 
and support allowance, that the claimant does not have limited capability for 
work; or 
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(ii) within the 6 months preceding the date of claim for an employment and 
support allowance, that the claimant is to be treated as not having limited 
capability for work under regulation 22 or 23, unless paragraph (4) applies;”; 
(b) for paragraph (3)(c) substitute— 
“(3) Paragraph 2(b) does not apply where a claimant has made and is 
pursuing an appeal against a relevant decision of the Secretary of State, and 
that appeal has not yet been determined by the First-tier Tribunal.”; and 
(c) after paragraph (4) insert— 
“(5) In this regulation a “relevant decision” means— 
(a) a decision that embodies the first determination by the Secretary of State 
that the claimant does not have limited capability for work; or 
(b) a decision that embodies the first determination by the Secretary of State 
that the claimant does not have limited capability for work since a previous 
determination by the Secretary of State or appellate authority that the 
claimant does have limited capability for work. 
(6) In this regulation, “appellate authority” means the First-tier Tribunal, the 
Upper Tribunal, the Court of Appeal, the Court of Session, or the Supreme 
Court.”. 
(3) For regulation 147A(1)(d) (claimants appealing a decision) substitute— 
“(1) This regulation applies where a claimant has made and is pursuing an 
appeal against a relevant decision of the Secretary of State as defined in 
regulation 30.”.111 

That’s straightforward then, isn’t it? The above is an excerpt from a 
Statutory Instrument (SI) which, while “placed before Parliament” quite 
literally, does not go through the same process of scrutiny that a Bill does on 
its journey towards becoming an Act of Parliament. Who knows how many 
MPs even read—let alone understood the implications—of the above SI. 

From 30th March 2015, there will be changes to repeat claims for 
Employment Support Allowance if you are refused Employment Support 
Allowance after being assessed for capability for work. Currently you can 
claim for Employment Support Allowance after 6 months even if your 
condition hasn’t changed or you haven’t got a new illness from the date of 
the refusal or you can claim before if your health condition has got worse or 
you have an new illness that prevents you from working. 

From 30th March 2015 you will not be able to apply after 6 months as this 
regulation will no longer apply. You can only claim if your illness got 
considerably worse or you have a new illness that prevents you from 
working112. 
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56 Universal Credit almost universally condemned 

Commenting on the publication of the latest Universal Credit progress report 
in February, Chair of the Public Accounts Committee Margaret Hodge said: 

“The Department for Work and Pensions has spent £700 million on Universal 
Credit since the programme began in 2010. However, very little progress has 
been achieved on the front line. Fewer than 18,000 people were claiming 
Universal Credit by October 2014, out of around seven million expected in 
the longer term – just 0.3% of the eligible population. 

“As the Department has justified this spending on the promise of benefits in 
the future – such as from higher employment – rather than on the actual 
delivery of benefits to date, we simply cannot judge the value for money of 
this expenditure at this stage. The IT infrastructure for Universal Credit 
continues to be of particular concern. The Department has spent £344 million 
with suppliers developing its ‘live’ service systems for claimants who have 
straightforward initial claims which do not involve all 6 benefits, yet it 
expects to re-use just £34 million worth of this IT in the longer term.”113 

A survey of around 400 members of the Public and Commercial Services (PCS) 
union showed that 90 per cent believed expensive IT systems dealing with 
the benefit were less than adequate114. 

Almost three quarters said working conditions were worse than in their 
previous role and four in five said the training was less than adequate to 
prepare them for working on the scheme. Almost four out of five did not feel 
there were enough staff and two thirds said they were frequently asked to 
work overtime, said the union. 

More than half said they did not think Universal Credit was an improvement 
for claimants. 

PCS general secretary Mark Serwotka said: "No one can trust Iain Duncan 
Smith (Work and Pensions Secretary) to tell the truth about Universal Credit 
so it falls to the staff to expose this wasteful and politically motivated 
shambles for what it is. "It has long been obvious that staff are under-
resourced and under-trained and that universal credit is at risk of collapse. 
The DWP cannot keep burying its head in the sand and hope these problems 
go away because they are only going to get worse if nothing is done." 
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A Department for Work and Pensions spokesman said: "The PCS survey 
comprises of only 13% of our 2,700 staff working on Universal Credit. They 
chose to ignore staff in our Jobcentres when conducting this research 
providing a skewed unrepresentative sample of union members. The reality 
is Universal Credit is already transforming lives and our staff are passionate 
about the work they do."115 

Universal Credit is already transforming lives. For the worst. And: according 
to whistleblowing former DWP employees like Angela Neville have spoken of 
the pressure they were under to refute and block benefits’ claims. 

“Staff were subjected to a constant and aggressive pressure to meet and 
exceed targets. Colleagues would leave team meetings crying. Things were 
changing all the time. The pressure was incredible. Advisers were actively 
encouraged to impose sanctions to contribute to the points system that ranks 
Jobcentre offices. It was often for stupid reasons. And it was happening all 
the time.”116 

 DWP spokesman = patently lying apparatchik little shit.  
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Localism: con-dem style 

57 Sale of Council houses 

It seems to be universally acknowledged that part of the current housing 
shortage was created as a result of Thatcher’s policy of selling Council houses 
to tenants (at prices that were well below the then market value) with the 
proviso that moneys raised could not be used to build new social housing. 

"I think we've been through a period where too many people have been 
given to understand that if they have a problem, it's the government's job to 
cope with it. 'I have a problem, I'll get a grant.' 'I'm homeless, the 
government must house me.' They're casting their problem on society. And, 
you know, there is no such thing as society. There are individual men and 
women, and there are families. And no government can do anything except 
through people, and people must look to themselves first. It's our duty to 
look after ourselves and then, also to look after our neighbour. People have 
got the entitlements too much in mind, without the obligations. There's no 
such thing as entitlement, unless someone has first met an obligation."117 

That was Our Maggie in 1987. Not a lot seems to have changed in the interim. 

58 Housing shortage 

There are enough people (indigenous and immigrant) who can afford 
ridiculously inflated prices for houses in the south-east of the country. 

In part, it is the overcrowding of these islands that is causing the supply-and-
demand problem118. There is a finite habitable area and that is coming close 
to saturation. 
Year Total Population 
1851 27,368,800 
1900 41,154,600 
1920 43,646,400 
1930 45,888,900 
1940 46,029,200 
1950 50,381,500 
1960 52,372,500 

Year Total Population 
1970 55,632,200 
1980 56,329,700 
1990 57,237,500 
2000 58,886,100 
2010 62,759,456 
2013 64,105,654 

In my lifetime, the population has increased by an order of magnitude 
equivalent to the population of greater London. But this is not the whole 
story, by any means. Overpopulation is probably the wrong question119; since 
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Malthus in the 1800s, gloomy predictions have forecast that mankind would 
outbreed its food supply, resulting in catastrophic famines. 

The world currently produces enough food to feed 10 billion people and 
there are only 7 billion of us. Danica May Camacho, a girl born in Manila, was 
chosen by the UN to symbolically mark the global population’s milestone in 
October 2011120. 

 

it is behaviours—three- and four-car families, for instance, or everyone 
wanting to live in bigger, better houses in the same patch south of the Fosse 
Way—that are the cause of so-called over-population. World population 
predictions are indicating a downward trend. 

59 Cutting the English Housing Survey? “La-la-la-la-la!" 

Pickles and his Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) is 
currently consulting on how they can scale back the English Housing Survey 
(EHS), effectively sweeping the housing crisis under the carpet121. 

The EHS is a continuous survey that provides an annual and comprehensive 
data set on the stock conditions of housing in this country and the nature of 
our housing market, measuring characteristics like tenure for example. The 
nature of the survey means that the current sample is a rolling programme 
that means two years’ worth of data are combined to produce the figures on 
housing, health and regional analysis – thus if it was changed to a biennial 
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basis, it would be necessary to double the current survey size every two year, 
failing to make any cost savings. 

The consultation asks how DCLG can make savings on the cost of the EHS by 
potentially cutting the survey for a year in 2015/16 and/or running the 
survey on a biennial basis. However, DCLG already redesigned the survey 
back in 2011, which lowered the sample size and reduced the number of 
questions. To pause the survey for a year would drastically impact on the 
ability of organisations to accurately report on the impact of certain policies. 
For example, the assessment of fuel poverty policy heavily relies on the EHS 
but the complex manner in which data is collected means that reporting on 
fuel poverty lags by 18 months – to cut the survey for 2015/16 would means 
in 2018 the best information would be 3 years out of date. 

The EHS is a unique and vital resource, with no one else carrying out the 
research it does anywhere else. Local authorities, housing professionals, 
business and policy makers rely heavily on the survey, which also feeds into 
fuel poverty statistics, and rental and house price indices. 

With growing numbers of people living in inadequate housing, and 
government initiatives that seek to address the housing crisis needing 
scrutiny, now is a terrible time to stop collecting data on the sector. It looks 
as though ministers have given up on solving the housing crisis so they are 
doing all they can to cover it up. Threatening cuts to the EHS is the 
equivalent of sticking their fingers in their ears and saying "la-la-la-la-la!" 

60 Landlords and tenants 

122 
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61 Council Tax Support cuts 

Council Tax is a tax on housing, introduced after the failure of Thatcher’s 
Poll Tax to impose a tax on all adults as a contribution to provision of local 
services. Council Tax Benefit (CTB) was abolished in April 2013 and local 
authorities in England were charged with designing their own Council Tax 
Support (CTS) schemes in its place. Although these must maintain support 
for pensioners at the previous CTB level, local authorities have had wide 
discretion to design their own schemes for working-age families123. 

Minimum council tax payments were introduced by 70% of local authorities, 
meaning that 1.4 million more low-income households now had to pay some 
council tax. More deprived local authorities were more likely to introduce 
minimum payments, because CTB spending was higher, and therefore 
funding cuts bigger, in those areas124. 

This created for the majority of previous CTB entitlement holders now have 
to pay Council Tax out of their Employment Support Allowance or Working 
Tax Credits, this has brought about a system whereby central government, in 
taking money from the poorest in the country, is funding local government 
via the poorest in the country. 

Of the 2.0 million working-age households in England that could previously 
have had their council tax fully rebated, 70% (1.4 million) must pay some 
council tax in 2013–14; 50% must pay at least £85; 25% must pay at least £170; 
and 10% must pay at least £225. 

The biggest losers are low-income households where no-one is in paid 
work125. 

62 Bedroom Tax 

After the agony of losing her son in horrific circumstances, grieving Carol 
Hall now faces being forced out of the home which holds so many treasured 
memories. Carol shared the rented property with her beloved Scott for 21 
years before he was beaten by two vicious yobs and died of a brain 
haemorrhage, aged 28. 

The sandwich shop worker had already lost carer’s allowance for Scott, her 
disabled son, and can no longer afford to stay in the home she loves. 
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Carol, 56, said: “I was full-time carer for Scott and was paid to look after him. 
I supplemented that income with a part-time job in a sandwich bar to make 
ends meet. But Scott’s death obviously means that carer’s allowance has been 
taken away and the wages from the sandwich shop do not cover the rent and 
bills. The last straw was being hit by the Bedroom Tax. My allowance was 
enough to cover it but now it is crippling me and I have no choice but to 
move.” She added: “I am struggling with losing Scott but now losing my 
home is more than I can bear.” 

It is the latest blow for Carol, who lost her son in July and saw his attackers 
walk free last week. 

Scott died 11 days after he was punched to the ground and kicked by two 15-
year-old yobs. After his death, one of the teenage thugs boasted on Facebook 
of being a “full-time killer”. But the youths were not charged with unlawfully 
killing him because his injuries could not be directly linked to the assault but 
both attackers were spared prison and given referral orders after admitting 
assault causing actual bodily harm. 

Carol, of Framwellgate Moor, Co Durham, earns £65 a week, topped up by 
£72.40-a-week employment support allowance. Carol has also received a 
discretionary housing award, which is a temporary payment for people 
struggling with rent, but that ends next month. After Scott’s death she lost 
£61.35-a-week carer’s allowance. She was given a year’s grace on the 
Bedroom Tax, but from July will lose £25 a week in housing benefit due to 
two spare rooms. 

It means she will have no choice but to move out126. 
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63 The Double Whammy 

127 

  380,000 families have been affected by the “Bedroom Tax” and 2.3 million 
families by council tax support cuts. 270,000 families have been affected by 
both. 

 70% of those affected by the Bedroom Tax have also seen their council tax 
support cut, while 11% of those affected by council tax support cuts have also 
been affected by the Bedroom Tax. 

 Council tax support cuts have affected six times as many people as the 
Bedroom Tax because any working-age low income family could be affected. 

 The Bedroom Tax affects relatively few families because it only applies to 
those (a) in social rented housing (b) in receipt of housing benefit and (c) 
with a ‘spare room’. 

 While the number of people affected by the Bedroom Tax is likely to fall as 
the policy is amended, cuts in council tax support are likely to spread wider 
and deeper. 

  



 

 

9 5  D I S P U T A T I O N S |  | P a g e  64 

64 Leaked Tory post-election cuts, according to the BBC128 

 Industrial Injuries Compensation Scheme - DWP predicted saving: £1bn 
 Carer's Allowance -. DWP predicted saving: £1bn 
 The contributory element of Employment and Support Allowance and Job 

Seekers Allowance - DWP predicted saving: £1.3bn in 2018/19 
 Disability benefits (Disability Living Allowance, Personal Independence 

Payments and Attendance Allowance) - IFS Green Budget calculation 
possible saving: £1.5bn per annum (based on) 

 Council Tax Support (incorporated into Universal Credit) - possible 
saving: not known  

 Child Benefit (limiting benefit to the first two children) - IFS estimates 
possible saving £1bn saving per annum in the long run but little initially 

 Regional Benefit Caps (a £23,000 national maximum would vary in 
different parts of the country) - possible saving: not known and 
dependent on where levels were set 

On 29th March, Andrew Marr put most of these “possibilities” to Darkly 
Smite-the-poor129. The arrogant old toad dismissed out of hand Marr’s 
questions with his usual “I’m-not-going-to-be-drawn-on-detail-what-the-
man-in-the-street-wants-to-know-is …” routine avoidance ruse. 

This man-in-the-street does want to know. And: I don’t believe I am the only 
one who does. 
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Education 

65 Ideology vs learning 

Michael Gove – removed as Education Secretary before the election but not 
until after he’d done the damage. 

66 Sure Start surely stopped 

An early victim of the condems’ Bullshit Agenda was the slow death by 
funding starvation of the well-received Sure Start scheme, set up in 2002. 

“It is a scandal that these brilliant community assets are being mothballed or 
even closed at a time when parents are crying out for decent childcare in 
their communities. We will not succeed as a country unless we ensure every 
child has a decent start in life. We’re going to put the lights back on, get the 
kids back in and restore the founding purpose of Sure Start. Our plan will 
place local authorities under a legal obligation to provide access to childcare 
at these centres – along with the power to do it by opening up the doors to 
local providers desperate for good premises like these.” So says Tristram 
Hunt, Labour MP for Stoke-on-Trent Central and shadow education 
secretary130. 

Unfortunately, Labour insisted the move would not cost extra money, 
because it would rely on charities and other providers using existing 
premises and employing their own staff. 

Even more unfortunately and especially unfortunately for Labour’s plans 
that won’t cost money, Labour-controlled Liverpool City Council has 
announced plans to shut 10 of its 17 Sure Start children’s centres across the 
city. The numbers of staff are also to be reduced from 157 to 94 under plans 
currently under formal consultation131. The Council needed more money 
apparently, Tristram. 

67 Tuition fees 

The complete Liberal Democrat volte-face. 

Promise in your manifesto one thing to all students, potentially half of the 
population of any one year group. Cynically grab your chance to get a 
handful of ministerial posts and make it into powerful positions within 
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government by propping up a minority Tory government. Toss the manifesto 
promise into the Thames off Westminster Bridge and … 

… and watch the election results, with your head held hanging in shame, as 
the kittens come home to roost, leaving the Liberal Democrats in a fetid pool 
of their own lost deposits. 

What? You’d trust the Lib-Dems with your vote after that? 

68 Horticulture 

Sir Bob Russell, the Liberal Democrat MP for Colchester, has described a 
crisis in horticulture skills and training to Parliament132.  

Russell told MPs: "Horticulture is a great British success story but it is an 
industry in crisis. There is not enough homegrown talent for the industry to 
sustain itself without increasingly importing skilled labour from overseas. In 
2010-11, only 1,060 of the more than 200,000 apprenticeships completed in 
the country were in horticulture, and only 10 of those were in production 
horticulture. Successive Governments and the education establishment can 
be blamed for this. Horticulture has not been seen as important - it is not 
something that young people have been encouraged to pursue as a career." 

He reported that in June 2014 then DEFRA minister, Owen Paterson, started 
an initiative to identify the key opportunities and challenges in the 
ornamental horticulture sector. The agricultural sector skills council, 
Lantra133, estimates that horticulture will need 595,000 more staff by the end 
of the current decade. 

Ed Vaizey, on behalf of the Government, replied: "We have … adopted an 
employer-led approach to skills. It would be absurd for the Government to 
identify the skills that are needed [even though Paterson apparently started to do 
just that?]. We need employers to come to us ... 5,000 horticulture apprentices  
…  more than 19,000 people are now studying an agriculture-related subject 
in higher education. " 

Ed Vaizey is Minister for Culture and the Digital Economy. Iain Dunkin’ 
Donuts is Minister for Work and Pensions. Where is the Minister for 
Education? To repeat Russell’s sentiment, “Horticulture has not been seen as 
important.” 
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War on drugs 

69 Policy 

Nearly one in three British adults has taken an illegal substance and a fifth of 
those still do so, with 40% of drug takers in the higher echelons of society. 
Among those who have ever taken drugs, it is a minority (21%) who continue 
to do so, approximately 3 million people134. Some years ago, I recall a statistic 
that 50% of UK adults at that time had tried dope; the 2014 British drugs 
survey finds 93% of drug users (more than 14 million people) have used 
marijuana. President Clinton famously did not inhale; the late Mo Mowlam 
famously did inhale but said she didn’t enjoy it135. 

What is clear is that the War on Drugs does not work. It was embarked upon 
by the US which found it was unable to control its own citizens’ consumption 
of drugs so, looking for a scapegoat for its own citizens’ incontinence, blamed 
the producers. Like many third-world economies, the drugs trade exploits 
the smallholders who grow the ingredients and the producers who 
manufacture them, makes wealthy the middle men, according to the 
typically exploitative model for trade with the third world generally. Drugs, 
however, introduce an additional layer of complexity. The US did not learn 
from its bizarre experiment with prohibition in the 1920s and 1930s. All 
prohibition achieved was to drive alcohol production underground and 
facilitated the rise of the Mafia. Oh, look how history repeats itself. 

The War on Drugs has been lost. 

70 Realities 

D’you know? I can’t even be bothered looking up detailed statistics. You, like 
me, know all this. There are so many narcotics coming into the country, 
despite the concerted efforts of the militarised police foot-soldiers who have 
been given the Sisyphean task of stopping the trade, that it is pointless 
maintaining any pretence that drugs cannot be obtained even in the smallest 
village or hamlet. 

Politicians in private will talk about the inevitability of decriminalisation, 
while maintaining the bluff, piffle and bluster of prohibitionary zeal in 
public. 
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The social and economic costs of illegal drug use are borne by society as 
whole. This briefing updates previous estimates for drug-related health and 
crime costs and finds that over the ten-year period (1998-2008) of the 
national Drug Strategy these have reached £110bn: 

 Over this period substance misuse related crime has cost the UK £100bn. 
That would almost pay for 2007/8’s NHS budget. 

 Total health costs added another £10bn over the decade. 

 Each person who remains dependent on illegal drugs is costing the 
country £44,000 a year. 

By contrast, the Government spent £3bn on treating the problem of illegal 
drug use over this period – just under three per cent of the total amount 
spent on drug-related behaviour. 

The above is taken from a 2008 briefing paper136. You know there has been no 
change. 

Three-quarters of UK expenditure is devoted to enforcement and 
international supply reduction. There is no real evidence that this is money 
well-spent. The proven cost-effectiveness of methadone maintenance and 
abstinence-based programmes for heroin addicts suggests that more of the 
available budget should go to treatment programmes. Current UK 
expenditure on drugs research does not begin to match the magnitude of the 
problem.  Just 1% of the annual drugs prevention budget would inject £14 
million into research – over double the current spend. 

The global “war on drugs” has been fought for 50 years, without preventing 
the long-term trend of increasing drug supply and use. 

Beyond this failure, the many serious negative “unintended consequences” 
of the drug war include the creation of a lucrative criminal market which 
creates a range of collateral economic damage and stems from taking a 
punitive, enforcement-led approach that, by its nature, criminalises many 
users. 

The UK Drug Policy Commission137, the Transform Drug Policy Foundation138 
and a whole host of independent, interested parties are all saying the same 
thing: 

The War on Drugs is pissing in the wind. 

Stop wasting billions – use the savings to put towards the national debt.  
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Other examples of utter stupidity 

71 Immigration 

Private Eye’s number crunching139 on immigration: 

100,000 
Figure David Cameron pledged to 

reduce net immigration to by general 
election, “no ifs, no buts” 

100,000 
Figure immigration went up by in 

2014, taking net immigration soaring 
to 298,000 

72 Kate Clifford 

Kate Clifford, 32, moved from Philadelphia to Portsmouth in 2008 on a 
student visa and married British national Ross Clifford, 35, in 2011140. 

Despite starting her own business, volunteering as a Brownie leader, and 
raising money for the Mary Rose Museum and Wymering Manor, she now 
faces deportation after being refused a full visa. Ross has lost sight in his 
right eye, damaged his knee so there is no cartilage, has chronic depression, 
and suffers from cerebral palsy; her mother-in-law is suffering from cancer. 

Since applying for citizenship in 2012 and being refused, Kate and her 
husband have spent over £3,000 on appeals and alternative applications, 
including applying for a spousal visa based on Kate being a carer for Ross. 
Once her post-study visa expired, Kate was advised by the Home Office to 
apply for citizenship or Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR). But when she 
applied for citizenship, her application was refused as she did not have ILR, 
or another visa without an expiration date, for a year before applying for 
citizenship. The Home Office did not contact the references provided by the 
Cliffords. 

The Home Office, in making its usual anodyne excuse “Every case – blah – on 
its merits – blah, blah,” added that it found no barriers which would prevent 
the Cliffords from relocating to the US (!). 

Theresa May is the Tory MP for Maidenhead but never accepts responsibility 
for the Home Office. 
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73 Failure of local government finance 

One in six councils are not expected to deliver services within budget in 2015. 
More than half of all councils are at risk of financial failure within the next 
five years. This according to a left-wing think tank? No, according to the 
government’s official auditors, the National Audit Office (NAO)141. 

As the government pushes ahead with funding cuts of more than a third in 
local government, many single-tier and county councils feared for core 
services including education and social care. The NAO also reported that Eric 
Pickles’ Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) had no 
way of monitoring the financial sustainability of councils. 

74 Is it ’coz I is black? 

The number of young people from ethnic minority backgrounds who have 
been unemployed for more than a year has risen by almost 50% since the 
coalition came to power. There are now 41,000 16- to 24-year-olds from 
black, asian and minority ethnic communities who are long-term 
unemployed – a 49% rise from 2010, according to an analysis of official 
figures by the House of Commons Library142. 

At the same time, there was a fall of 1% in overall long-term youth 
unemployment and a 2% fall among young white people. 



 

 

9 5  D I S P U T A T I O N S |  | P a g e  71 

75 Historic child abuse inquiry: third time lucky 

143 

New Zealand high court judge Justice Lowell Goddard,"as removed as 
possible from the organisations and institutions that might become the focus 
of the inquiry" according to Theresa May144, is the third choice of Inquiry 
Chair. 

Baroness Elizabeth Butler-Sloss, May's first choice as inquiry chairwoman, 
resigned a week after it was set up because her late brother, Sir Michael 
Havers, was Attorney General in the Thatcher cabinet. May’s second choice, 
commercial lawyer Fiona Woolf had connections going back at least a decade 
with Lord Leon Brittan, who is accused of involvement in a cover-up when he 
was Home Secretary; Woolf sat in the same magistrates’ court as Lord 
Brittan’s wife for three years and was a senior officer at the Law Society 
when it hosted a conference addressed by Lord Brittan. 

The whole Inquiry has been brought into disrepute—not by the victims—but 
by astonishingly poor judgement shown by the Home Office. 

Theresa May is the Tory MP for Maidenhead but never accepts responsibility 
for the Home Office. 
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76 Taxing periods at 5% VAT 

Taking into account the 15 million people in the UK of menstruating 
capability, the annual tax revenue from sanitary products can be estimated 
at £45 million. This is because each person will spend an average annual of 
£60 on sanitary products. While sanitary tax stays at 5%, each person will 
lose £3 per year to sanitary tax. With £3 being extracted from the 15 million 
menstruating individuals, the Government receives approximately £45 
million on an annual basis. This is 0.0076% of the £593.5 billion overall tax 
revenue collected in 2012-2013 and accounts for 76p in every £10,000. This is 
a marginal figure to the Government, yet its harms greatly outweigh its 
benefits. While £45 million may be a small dent to lose in tax revenue, the 
sexist and retrograde message that the current tax conveys, actively 
discouraging the purchase of sanitary products and participation of women 
within the public, professional realm, holds the entirety of our society 
back145. 

77 Yarl’s Wood Detention Centre 

The Detention Centre can hold migrants and asylum seekers indefinitely. The 
crime of the people—human beings, don’t forget—being detained at Yarl’s 
Wood? They want, for various reasons, to live here. So: here’s a plan. Lock 
them up, give management of the Detention Centre to a private company, 
Serco and then wring hands together in unutterably dramatic consternation 
when reports that self-harming and attempted suicide by these people who 
have not been convicted of a criminal offence being met with a cynical lack 
of humanity by Serco employees146. 

The real cynical lack of humanity lies with the government, which has 
absolved itself of any responsibility by privatising its dirty laundry. Dirty 
laundry? “Well, they’re only immigrants, aren’t they?” Is that David “Call me 
Racist” Cameron I can hear? 

78 Atos and G4S paying no corporation tax 

A report by the National Audit Office (NAO), published on 11th March 2015, 
disclosed for the first time how much government work is now outsourced to 
the private sector.  

The NAO found that the four biggest suppliers - Atos, Capita, G4S and Serco - 
carried out £6.6billion-worth of work for the public sector and central 
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Government last year. Capita paid between £50million and £56million, while 
Serco paid £25million in tax. However, Atos and G4S which carried out 
£2billion-worth for work for the Government and public sector – paid no 
corporation tax at all in the UK in 2012.  

 “Of course, we don’t actually know how much profit Atos and G4S made in 
the UK last year because this remains an area where there is a total lack of 
transparency.  

“We need to lift that veil of secrecy – and again, that duty of transparency 
should apply particularly to those who derive their income from taxpayers’ 
money.”  

G4S said that the company did not pay any corporation tax last year because 
it had carried one-off losses over from the previous year. Overall, it said it 
paid around £400million in PAYE-related taxes (i.e. no corporation tax) 

A statement from Atos which, until recently, carried out fit-for-work tests on 
sick and disabled benefits claimants, said: “We don’t undertake any 
aggressive tax planning and everything booked in the UK is also billed here 
which is why HM Revenue and Customs has classified us as low risk. 
However, due to significant investment in the UK to maintain our business 
here as well as pension contributions, we did not make enough profit last 
year to qualify for Corporation Tax.” 

This article was published in that most Marxist-Leninist apologist, The Daily 
Telegraph147. 

79 Mark Simmonds: “IOU the taxpayer £10+k” 

Tory MP for Boston & Skegness. This is the text of a petition I’ve signed: 

You've claimed over £10,000 of taxpayers' money to promote yourself. 
You've been advertising on boards at football clubs, rugby clubs, and on a 
local hospital radio show. That £10,000 is coming straight from us, the 
taxpayers. Give it back. Why is this important? You're standing down at the 
next election because, apparently, you ‘can’t afford’ to live on an MP’s 
£67,000 salary. And despite making over half a million pounds in profit from 
the sale of your taxpayer funded house, you're still claiming thousands in 
expenses. Such claims are greedy, morally indefensible - and just plain 
wrong. I call on you to apologise and give back the money you have used for 
self-promotion.148 
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Comments on the petition website include such sensible views as “We have 
got to stop MPs jumping on the Gravy Train once and for all” and “More 
skulduggery by overpaid MPs”. However, my favourite is “Greedy bastard!” 

80 Bullying charities into silence 

Charities have been warned by Eric Pickles that they will be stripped of 
grants if they campaign against the government, which can only be a threat 
to stifle democracy. Pickles was accused of a “squalid attempt” to make 
charities “dance to the tune of government” during the election period149. 

Pickles said that research by the Institute of Economic Affairs, a renowned 
free market think tank (about which there are recent questions over funding 
sources), had “exposed the extensive practice of taxpayers’ money being 
given to pressure groups and supposed charities, in turn being used to lobby 
the government.” 

Where is this mythical line between a charity working within its legally-
acknowledged aims and using taxpayers’ money to lobby the government? 
For Piccalilli, it obviously shoots up when the charity draws embarrassing 
facts to the attention of the general public, in case the public has not already 
sussed that the government, unlike the charities, has a problem with telling 
the truth. 

Charities fear new rules are an attempt to silence them150. 

Charities will be forced to set out how much they spend on campaigning, 
amid concerns that they are becoming “overly political”. If your working 
towards legitimate aims and objects as a charity is being undermined, 
criticised and prevented by decisions taken by government, what option do 
you have, other than to state that this is happening as loudly as possible? 

81 Why is this man still in the House of Lords? 

Lord Blackheath has made a startling revelation151. 

He tells his fellow peers that, whilst working for the Australian Civil Service 
in London, he was tasked with herding, as he puts it, small children onto 
boats at Tilbury, for transportation to Australia. At the time, he was “deeply 
suspicious” of this practice, and had a strong feeling that the children did not 
have the proper permissions to travel. 
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Savile was responsible for abusing 300 children. 
Blackheath facilitated the abuse of 2,500 vulnerable 
minors, none of whom knew where their parents 
were, or what was happening to them. They were 
completely alone in the world. And yet Blackheath, 
with his strong suspicions, which included the belief 
that what he was being asked to do to those children 
was in fact illegal, chose to keep silent. Shipped to 
Australia, the courts there refused to sanction any 
adoptions involving these children. They all ended up on the streets. 2,500 
children. On the streets. All on their own. 

And then, he goes on to share his knowledge, common knowledge as it turns 
out, that many of these children, over time, were picked up by so-called 
religious organisations who were in fact abusing children emotionally and 
physically. And yet Mr Blackheath did nothing. He did not utter a word. A 
group of social workers at the time, though, did. And of course, they were 
ignored. 

What on earth is he doing in the House of Lords? When is the court case? 

82 The Establishment and the House of Windsor 

 

Are they perhaps by any chance related? 

83 Eurostar 

The government is about to sell its 40% share in Eurostar to a private Anglo-
Canadian consortium152. 

While France and Belgium continue to hold on to their majority share of the 
profitable public works infrastructure, Chancellor Osborne is crowing about 
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this sort-term opportunity to pay down the debt. Financially speaking, it's a 
calamitous decision. Just over a year ago, the government hoped it would get 
£300 million for the rail service -- Chancellor George Osborne will tell you the 
£757 million it's getting now bespeaks shrewd business sense153. Instead, it 
shows that our 'privatise everything' government has no idea what 
nationalised assets are worth. 

You know that the multi-national investors aren't overpaying for this now -- 
but you can equally bet that if they make a hash of running the railway, it 
won't be private money paying to fix it. 

'There's no virtue in the government owning assets it doesn't need to,' says 
Chief Secretary to the Treasurer, Danny Alexander. Tell that to the crown 
corporations in Belgium and France who aren't letting their prize Eurostar 
go anywhere. They know that as cheap flights become a relic of the past, 
high-speed intracontinental rail is our future. 

It wasn't too long ago that even here in Britain, the work of getting each 
other the places we need to go was seen as too important to risk to for-profit 
enterprise. Now, it seems, we just shell out the initial investment and, once it 
turns a profit, we sell it out to venture capitalists confident in the knowledge 
that we'll always be here to bail them out when it all goes pear shaped. 

Stop privatising profit and socialising risk. Reverse the sale of Eurostar 
before it's too late154. 

84 Fracking 

Dear Mr Chope (my constituency MP), 

I’m against the plans within the Infrastructure Bill that will allow fracking 
companies to drill under my home without my permission.  

Wherever fracking companies have gone in the country they’ve faced huge 
local opposition. People don’t want hydraulic fracturing on - or, rather, 
under - their doorsteps. I certainly don’t want it under my home or under 
Christchurch and the surrounding green field areas. The present science on 
fracking clearly indicates that fracking techniques carry potential 
environmental risk due to their high water use and substantial risk for water 
pollution155 and that the disposal and leaks of hydraulic fracturing 
wastewater to the environment pose human health risks156. In a recent 
study157, measurements focused on health-damaging aromatic hydrocarbons 
in air, such as carcinogenic benzene. The German Federal Emission Control 
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Ordinance gives an annual benzene limit of five micrograms per cubic metre 
for the protection of human health, which is smaller than the values now 
measured in in the waste gas plumes of boreholes at the open fracking 
facility in the US by a factor of about ONE THOUSAND. 

I urge you to attend report stage of the Infrastructure Bill and voice your 
constituents' concerns about changes to trespass law and will have the 
chance to vote against these changes at Report Stage, which will be at the 
end of January. 

No chance of course but Mr Chope did have the courtesy to reply. 

85 Anti-fracking? Anti-protest. 

An anti-fracking campaigner and journalist, Paul Mobbs, was arrested on 5th 
March 2015 under the highways section of the Terrorism Act for blocking the 
entrance to Downing Street158. 

He was trying to make a citizen’s arrest of members of the government 
because he believed they were guilty of misconduct in public office in the 
way they have dealt with fracking. Mr Mobbs had compiled a report which, 
he said, explained why the Prime Minister, Chancellor Gideon Osborne and 
the Energy Climate Change Secretary, Ed Davey, were guilty of misconduct. 

Mobbs told police: “I think there is an imminent danger of an act of 
misconduct in a public office being committed. Misconduct in a public office 
is an arrestable offence and I would like you to go and investigate.” 

Mobbs said: “I have spent 5-6 years researching this and I have written lots of 
reports and it has achieved absolutely nothing because they’re not 
interested. Which is why it is misconduct. Politicians are required by their 
oath of office to abide by the law and follow procedure and that’s what 
they’re not doing. And the trouble is we have no way in this country of 
holding the executive to account. So all we have left is to actually turn up 
and arrest them. If police do not respond it gives me a right to make a 
citizen’s arrest. There comes a point when you have to say ‘How much are we 
going to take?’ If not now, when? If not you, who?” 

At about 3pm, Mr Mobbs was asked to leave the Downing Street area. When 
he refused and said he would try to climb over the gate, he was arrested for 
breaching a traffic management order under the Terrorism Act, taken to 
Charing Cross police station before being released. 
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86 What a fracked-up report 

Greenpeace has accused the UK government of misleading the public by not 
publishing the full details of a heavily redacted fracking report, claimed that 
the UK authorities were trying to bury information that could undermine 
public support for shale gas. 

"Ministers should end this transparency travesty, publish the report in full, 
and give people a chance to make up their own minds about fracking," 
Greenpeace UK energy campaigner Louise Hutchins told Business Green159. 

Greenpeace has appealed to the UK's Information Commissioner's Office 
to try to force the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
to publish the report in full. 

87 Once upon a time, in a newsroom far, far  away … 

 

It must be true – it was in the Daily Mail. When it comes to casting your vote, 
just remember how accurate, how unbiased to the Tories and how truthful 
the Daily Mail is. Allegedly. 9th September, not 1st April … 
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88 Greenpeace: eco-terrorists? Re-e-a-a-lly? 

Everyone knows that Greenpeace is a campaigning organization that 
promotes care for the environment. “Eco-terrorists” creates a cognitive 
dissonance when applied to Greenpeace; it’s the last thing I’d call them. 

Owen Paterson, Conservative MP for North Shropshire, former Environment 
Secretary, was in South Africa promoting GM crops. Greenpeace has seen a 
press release issued on his behalf by a GM lobbyist, in which the following 
passage appears –He castigated the fearmongering activities of Greenpeace, 
the anti-GMO activists … "Do Greenpeace supporters understand that they 
are truly wicked? It is eco-terrorism. It is witchcraft,” he emphasised. 

Greenpeace maintain that the real reason Paterson lost his job was his 
refusal to meet with his scientific advisors or allow his policies to be 
influenced by scientific research, cutting flood defence funding immediately 
before the UK’s wettest ever winter, and his difficulties with badgers160. 

And: what’s wrong with witchcraft? Wicca is one of the principal strands of 
modern pagan religion and it may surprise Mr Paterson to know that 
witchcraft has been legal (1951) in this country longer than homosexuality 
(1967). But then, he still opposes same-sex marriage161. 

89 Privatization at the National Gallery 

The National Gallery has decided to privatise upto 400 of its 600 staff 
including those who look after security of the paintings, deal with the public 
and requests for information about the collection, complaints, school 
bookings and more162. 

 

Director Nicholas Penny announced his resignation. Ten senior managers at 
the Gallery have left, been made redundant or dismissed, in the last two 
years. A temporary “Security Consultant” responsible for the privatization 
used to work for G4S, the private security firm163. 

In November 2014, the Gallery Executive endorsed the view that privatisation 
could not guarantee quality of service and would not save money. Now they 
and the Board of Trustees have announced privatization is the only option. 

Many of the artefacts held by the National Gallery—and all of the other 
historic collections—have been given to the country, the majority gifted by 
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bequests and similar donations. Others have been purchased for the nation at 
competitive auction with moneys gifted by individual donation. These works 
of art are our heritage – and that of the generations to come. They are held 
by the government on our behalves on trust. 

Do you trust private sector custodianship? I vehemently do not. Indeed, a 
March 2015 poll164 shows the public generally do not trust public utilities and 
services to be managed by the private sector. 

 

90 Refusal of independent prison visits 

The Howard League for Penal Reform has famously been campaigning for 
the improvement of criminal justice policy in the UK for over 140 years. 

The government has effectively banned the charity from visiting privatised 
prisons Birmingham and Oakwood, which are now run by G4S.  

The author of the letter that follows was appointed head of the National 
Offender Management Service by the government because of his enthusiastic 
support for the coalition’s policy of privatising prisons. Blakeman makes it 
clear in his letter that it is the Howard League’s criticisms of privatised 
prisons which is the reason for the ban. It was G4S itself which invited the 
Howard League to visit their prisons, and they have made it clear they are 
still willing to allow the charity to visit: 
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165 

So: Dave “Call me Prisoner 072015” Cameron is clearly hoping to keep 
privatisation out of sight in the run up to the election, aware that 62% of 
voters want prisons to remain in the public sector, with a further 9% not 
bothered about public/private ownership as long as standards are 
maintained166. 

91 Locking up street musicians, 1839-style 

The Metropolitan Police Act 1839 167 

section 54: Every person shall be liable to a penalty not 

more than level 2 on the standard scale [i.e. £500], who, 

within the limits of the metropolitan police district, shall 

in any thoroughfare or public place, commit any of the 

following offences; (that is to say,) … 
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section 54(14): Every person, who shall blow any horn or 

use any other noisy instrument, for the purpose of calling 

persons together, or of announcing any show or 

entertainment, or for the purpose of hawking, selling, 

distributing, or collecting any article whatsoever, or of 

obtaining money or alms. 

On 9th April 2014, Boris Johnson launched the #backbusking campaign168 
with the aim of making London ‘the most busker friendly city on earth’ by 
reducing some of the red tape and restrictive laws that have turned London 
into a ‘no go’ area for buskers. Bozo was joined at the launch by the winners 
of a mayoral competition set up to find ‘London’s best buskers’, a young band 
called The King’s Parade. 

A month later, the same band was arrested under Section 54 by the 
Metropolitan Police for busking in Leicester Square. The same law also makes 
it an offence to fly kites and ride sleighs, and yet this antiquated legislation 
was used to hold four talented young musicians in custody for six hours after 
arresting them in front of a shocked crowd, despite the fact that they 
represented, by successful competition, the best of London’s busking 
talent169. 

The economic contribution of the core UK music industry from live music is 
£662m170. It is an 1839 Act that threatens the survival of a great British 
cultural tradition in London. I think it’s time for a change. 

92 Cameron insult to Gandhi 

Cameron: "This statue is a magnificent 
tribute to one of the most towering 
figures in the history of world politics 
and by putting Mahatma Gandhi in this 
famous [Parliament Square] we are 
giving him an eternal home in our country." 171 A patronising comment at 
best. 

David “Call me sweetheart” Cameron might have forgotten Gandhi was 
known for his use of non-violent protest and various hunger strikes to 
protest against the oppression of India's poorest classes, while living 
extremely frugally. He also set on its course the movement to gain self-rule 
for India—from the British. It is nothing short of scandalous that Cameron—

https://www.london.gov.uk/media/mayor-press-releases/2014/04/dont-let-london-become-a-no-go-area-for-buskers-warns-mayor
https://www.london.gov.uk/media/mayor-press-releases/2014/04/dont-let-london-become-a-no-go-area-for-buskers-warns-mayor


 

 

9 5  D I S P U T A T I O N S |  | P a g e  83 

with his record over the last five years—could, for one moment, think he was 
worthy of even kissing the ground on which Gandhi had walked. 

93 Small cider production threatened 

The European Union (EU) is proposing to ban the UK’s small cider producer 
duty exemption172. 

In many cases, the proposed action would make small cider production 
uneconomic. This is wholly disproportionate given that a small producer 
selling about 4 gallons a day is really not going to affect EU trade to any 
meaningful degree. A “small cider producer” produces less than 12,000 pints 
and will generally be making less than £10,000 a year in sales. Thus, the tax 
exemption applies only to very small businesses, such as hobbyists or farm-
gate producers. If a duty were to be levied on these producers it would make 
their operations uneconomic and lead to widespread closure. 80% of Britain’s 
500+ cider makers are currently small producers. A tax will severely impact 
on consumer choice and will cause irreparable damage to one of the nation’s 
most historic cottage industries. 

An exemption from this duty is essential to supporting the growth of a 
vibrant but still small cider and perry market. A tax charge of up to £2,700 
would drive many small cider producers out of business costing jobs, 
harming the countryside and dramatically reducing consumer choice. It 
would kill off another eccentric, quaint and delicious English tradition. 

The government has made no headway in opposing the EU’s proposal. 

94 Tories’ pre-election promises, 2010: where are they now 

Over David “Call me a removals’ van” Cameron’s signature was a 2010 pre-
election “Contract between the Conservative Party and You”. Strangely 
missing from the Conservative Party’s website is a Search function, through 
which I would have tried to find the word—you’ve guessed it!—“contract”. 
How could this important documentation have gone missing, when it could 
have made such a useful evaluation tool on the progress that the government 
has made in the last five years. Sadly, the link from the Conservatives’ 
Facebook (“Love me, love me”) page that should lead to the Contract opens 
the message “Sorry We couldn't find the page you were looking for” on the 
Conservatives’ webpage: Error 404 just doesn’t get my vote, Dave. 
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Fortunately, however, the 16-point Contract has not been lost to posterity. 
Indeed, it may helpfully be viewed (see Reference 173) on a flickr webpage. 

174 

I will not go through the 16 points, ticking each pre-election promise that 
has been kept or met. I can’t as there are none. AnotherAngryVoice175 has 
made a helpful list showing, for every point, how deeply in the mire is any 
sense of trust that the gentleperson on the Clapham Omnibus might have 
once had in the Tories. 

Perhaps the Tories imagine that simply deleting this Contract from their 
website will be enough to ensure that everyone forgets the promises they 
made, and the fact that David Cameron put "if we don't deliver our side of the 
bargain, kick us out in five years" in writing. 
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95 Labour’s 2015 promises 

176 

Labour’s 2015 five pledges don’t do much better. Five bland, flatulent 
Barnum phrases. Before they’d even published the full five, they were in 
trouble, per The Independent from six months ago …177.  

Pledge: Bring back the 10p starting rate of income tax, worth about £2 a 
week for workers. 
How will it be funded? From a “mansion tax” on properties worth over £2m, 
raising some £2bn a year. What’s the danger? In areas where house prices 
have overheated, it could be seen as unfair. 

 
Pledge: Scrap the so-called “bedroom tax” on people in social housing who 
have spare rooms. 
How will it be funded? The bill could be at least £465m a year. Ed Miliband 
has said it would be afforded by “abolishing the shady schemes of tax 
loopholes for the privileged few”. What’s the danger? The cash raid hits the 
value of some pensions schemes, and could even threaten jobs in the 
financial services sector. 

 
Pledge: Long-term unemployed 18 to 24-year-olds are offered a taxpayer-
funded job for six months and lose benefit if they refuse. 
How will it be funded? £5.5bn cost over five years met by taxing bank 
bonuses and changing tax rules on high earners’ pensions. What’s the 
danger? The money isn’t there. The Tories say Labour has “spent” it several 
times over. 

 
Pledge: Extend free childcare from 15 to 25 hours a week. 
How will it be funded? £800m cost paid for by a higher levy on the banks. 
What’s the danger? Banks could find the extra raid on their balance sheets 
undermines their profitability. 
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Ed Balls, the Shadow Chancellor, has weighed in against Giddy-on-up’s 
budget, you would think. Balls had the chance to attack Gitto’s plans to make 
sweeping public spending cuts –instead, he would not reverse anything in 
the Condems’ 2015 budget.  “I thought it was quite empty,” said Balls, of the 
most divisive budget of a generation. “I don’t think there was too much in it. 
There’s nothing from yesterday I need to reverse.” There is little to choose 
between the Labour and Conservative parties when new Labour Balls would 
implement all of right-wing Tory Osbo’s flagship policies. 

Tergiversation178 is a lovely old word and describes Labour’s pledges to a T. 

 

96 Clegg’s tie too tight? Or: too loose ..? 

  

“Nick Clegg's knot could do with a loosening” 179, 
according to The Guardian. 

 

Not a disputation exactly but I couldn’t let an 
opportunity like this pass by, unsung. There’s 
nothing else left for the Lib Dems to sing about. 

 

Disputation #96? So: I can’t count. Neither can the Chancellor. 

Admitted cuts + unpublicised cuts = £12bn black hole  
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95a Pre-election budget 2015 
Gideon promised “No gimmicks” in his 
pre-election budget this year. Increase in 
the personal tax allowance (but how much 
will he hike national insurance 
contributions?). Freeing up pensioners’ 
annuities (well, a consultation on pensioner 
annuities actually). No mention of the 
VAT rate. A vague promise to make £12b 
savings on the welfare budget: how, 
exactly? No gimmicks, then, Osbo? 

The Office of Budget Responsibility has 
taken the budget and independently 
analyzed the Tories’ plans to cut spending 
by 5.1% in 2016-17 and 4.6% in 2017-18. 
That’s greater than in any year since 
austerity began in 2010, and nearly twice 
as much as the average cut over the past 
five years (2.8%). The cuts scheduled for 
next year are more than four times 
greater than the cuts Britain is facing over 
the next twelve months180.  

After two years of deep cuts (2016-17 and 2017-18), Osborne plans to return 
to this year’s more moderate levels of austerity in 2018-19, before increasing 
spending dramatically in 2019-20 (by 4.3%). This is purely political. By 
cutting spending sharply at first, Osborne can deliver a final dose of medicine 
and then suddenly start spending just before the 2020 election181. 

The UK is becoming a more unequal society with higher levels of debt than 
ever before. Household savings are falling back to levels last seen in 2007, 
while company investment fell in the last half of last year182. 

The budget was an opportunity to address these underlying problems with 
practical solutions but, instead, Osbo’s measures have no substance. 

  

“ 
The cuts scheduled for 

next year are 

more than four 
times greater  

than the cuts Britain is 
facing over the next 

twelve months 

” 
Office of Budget 

Responsibility 
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Endnote 

 A recovery built on debt 

The government’s own forecasters, the Office for Budget Responsibility, 
predict household debt will rise even higher than before the crash, fuelling 
an unsustainable, debt-led recovery. 

Osbo has added more than £517bn to government debt, more borrowing than 
every Labour government in history added together. He has missed his own 
target on deficit reduction. This is the direct result of austerity-driven falling 
earnings bringing down tax receipts. 

 Worsening inequality 

The headline increase in the personal allowance will do nothing for the 5m 
lowest paid workers who are already below it. Only a quarter of the £2bn cost 
of the measure will go to the poorest 50% of households. The Treasury's own 
analysis shows, once again, the disproportionate impact on low earners, with 
the poorest 30% worse off due to the combination of tax and benefit changes 
since 2010. 

Whilst the number of jobs in the south of England is up 10% since 2010, the 
rest of the country has barely returned to the levels of employment seen in 
2010. And for all Gideolé's specious talk of "Northern Powerhouses", his cuts 
to investment, made in early 2010, have left spending on vital infrastructure 
down £15bn from before he entered office. 

 Corporate interests over climate 

A £1.3bn tax cut for North Sea oil operators, including some of the largest 
corporations on the planet, further undermines the Prime Minister’s boast of 
“the greenest government ever”. 

As Scotland knows, the UK has always under-taxed the immense natural 
resource of the North Sea, effectively squandering billions to boost company 
profits. Norway's £400bn ($640bn) oil fund paid £348m to acquire a 50% stake 
in Sheffield's Meadowhall shopping centre in 2012183. During the oil boom, 
UK governments spent their North Sea winnings on cutting national 
borrowing and keeping down taxes. 
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By contrast, for the past 19 years Norway has squirrelled away its petroleum 
revenue—arising from levies on oil companies operating in Norway and from 
its stake in its national energy company Statoil—in a national oil fund. In 
2012, it used (just) the income from the fund to cover 11% of its national 
spending. 

This is money that could have been invested in building a future-proofed low 
carbon economy. At a time when we should be looking to cut carbon 
emissions, Gitto has given in to oil industry pressure. 

 A missed opportunity 

Instead of following the same path that led to the last financial crash, the 
budget could have been used to seriously address these issues. There are a 
number of alternative measures that would see moves towards a fairer and 
more sustainable economy, including: 

Ending austerity. End austerity and use government spending to sustain 
public services and deliver good quality jobs across the country. 

Higher wages. Raising the national minimum wage to the Living Wage 
standard would lift 4.6m out of poverty wages and, thanks to the boost to 
their spending, create 30,000 extra jobs. 

Local banking. Publicly-owned banks like RBS should be broken up and 
turned into responsive, publicly accountable local banks, alongside credit 
unions and similar initiatives. An estimate is that this could deliver £30bn 
extra investment where it is most needed, while providing a transparency 
that is currently missing. 

 Who to vote for? 

That’s about the size of it: Who is there out there who is worth voting for? 

The Liberal Democrats have, I believe, taken themselves out of the race, as 
the electorate knows they cannot be trusted. There is little difference in 
policy between Labour and the Conservatives; the differences between them 
are differences in personnel – who all come from the same gene pool anyway. 

Please do vote and please vote for the party that offers you something of the 
vision of the country you would like to live in. 

Lastly: Vote according to your conscience.  
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